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The Marine & Environmental Law Institute (MELAW), based at the 
Schulich School of Law (formerly Dalhousie Law School), draws on a history 
of over 35 years of research excellence, education, consultancy and training 
expertise in marine and environmental law and policy matters. The Institute 
was established by the Board of Governors of Dalhousie University in Spring 
2004 as a centre of excellence with a focus on Canadian and international 
oceans and environmental governance, law and policy.

The Institute carries out scholarly research projects as well as providing  
independent advisory services to agencies of the United Nations, international 
non-governmental organizations and regional organizations. It also provides 
policy advice to governments, industry and non-governmental organizations in 
Canada and overseas.

Objectives of the Institute include: 

•	 Undertaking leading edge research

•	 Providing teaching and supervision for undergraduate and graduate 
courses in marine and environmental law

•	 Undertaking contract research and providing policy advice to public and 
private bodies 

•	 Designing and implementing capacity-building activities for ocean and 
environmental governance in other parts of the world 

In carrying out the objectives, the Institute actively seeks to cooperate with 
other units at Dalhousie and other partners and to further advance the  
University’s mission of excellence in ocean studies.

Marine & Environmental Law Institute
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introduction
This year has been another very productive year for the Marine 
& Environmental Law Institute (MELAW). Institute activities 
continued to be undertaken as guided by our strategic direc-
tions established in 2010. Activities this past year addressed 
all four areas of focus (Arctic, Atlantic, Caribbean and South-
east Asia). The range of themes of Institute and faculty work 
included several areas of international law (public international 
law, international environmental law, climate and energy law, 
international maritime law, international fisheries law), and 
comparative and national law (aquaculture, coastal, environ-
mental, fisheries, renewable, maritime law and policy). 

This year also saw a transition in the leadership of the Institute. 
Professors Chircop and Saunders completed their terms as  
Director and Associate Director in December, 2012. The  
Institute has very much benefitted from their guidance and hard 
work. Professor McConnell and I assumed our roles as Associ-
ate Director and Director in January, 2013.

key activities and developments
The year 2012 marked the 30th anniversary of the adoption 
and opening for signature of the United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea, 1982 (LOSC or UNCLOS), widely 
regarded as the constitution for the world’s oceans. This instru-
ment was inspirational in MELAW’s history. The establishment 
of the Marine & Environmental Programme (MELP) in 1974 
was inspired by the United Nations Stockholm Conference on 
the Human Environment, 1972 and the Third United Nations 
Conference on the Law of the Sea starting in 1973. We will 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of MELP in 2014 and the 10th 
anniversary of the creation of the Marine & Environmental Law 
Institute.

Much of the celebration of the 30th anniversary of the LOSC 
took place in the previous year. A concluding event to mark the 
anniversary was the 2012 Annual Douglas M. Johnston Lecture 
on Ocean Governance held in October. It was entitled “The 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea at Thirty: 
Achievements and Challenges”, and delivered by Professor  
Tullio Rodolfo Treves, until recently a judge of the Internation-
al Tribunal for the Law of the Sea in Hamburg, Germany. 

Another highlight of this past year was the role the Institute 
played in the visit of German Chancellor Angela Merkel to 
Dalhousie in the summer of 2012. We were fortunate to be 
invited to participate in the visit, and in particular to be part 
of an hour-long discussion among selected oceans researchers 
and Chancellor Merkel on the relationship between academic 
research and government policy in the oceans. 

It is clear that the hard work of everyone involved in the 
Institute is paying dividends. Over the past 9 years, we have 
been able to strengthen our partnerships within the University 
as well as our collaborations with like-minded organizations 
around the world, from Europe to Asia, from Australia to South 
America, and from the Caribbean region to the United States.  
The many of the initiatives noted in this report are a testament 
to these partnerships, as are the many faculty visitors who 
continue to enrich our collective academic experience tremen-
dously. 

The hard work of members and associates of the Institute was 
recognized in the recent Senate Review of the Schulich School 
of Law. The review acknowledged the Institute as a productive 
research institute with a global reputation for excellence and 
leadership in marine and environmental law and policy. The 
Institute has been able to broaden and strengthen its network  
of researchers through the addition of a number of research  
associates, including Jay Batongbacal, Marie-Ann Bowden, 
David Dzidzornu, William Lahey, Norman Letalik, Ted 
McDorman and Wendell Sanford. We look forward to  
celebrating 40 years of marine and environmental law  
initiatives at our law school in 2014.

Director’s Report
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Student activities
Students at the Schulich School of Law were very active in 
organizing events in the fields of MELAW. The Environmental 
Law Students Society (ELSS) organized the annual “Meet the 
Profs” event on 25 March 2013 with MELAW support. Local 
environmental lawyer Lisa Mitchell offered the key note  
address this year. Many ELSS students were actively engaged 
with the Law School’s pro bono programme and East Coast  
Environmental Law Association (ECELAW) initiatives through-
out Nova Scotia. The Institute continues to offer numerous 
research opportunities for interested students, during the  
summer as well as during the teaching terms.

Working with the dalhousie oceans 
community
MELAW worked closely with other units engaged in marine 
and environmental issues at Dalhousie. MELAW worked closely 
with the offices of the Vice President for Research, Vice-
President External and Associate Vice-President for Academic 
Programmes. There was regular collaboration with the Halifax 
Marine Research Institute, in particular with regard to the 
continental shelf conference, development of relations with 
universities in Germany, offshore renewable energy, oil and gas 
development on the slope, and aquaculture. 

MELAW worked closely with several sister institutes and 
programs. In the past year, in particular, we worked closely 
with the Centre for Foreign Policy Studies, the Marine Affairs 
Program at the Faculty of Science, the International Ocean 
Institute (Halifax) and (Malta), the College of Sustainability, 
the EU Centre of Excellence, and the School for Resource and 
Environmental Studies.

final Words of thanks
The scope and depth of activities presented in this report 
would not have been possible without hard work of faculty, 
associates, administrative staff and students. I am personally 
very grateful to Professors McConnell, Saunders, VanderZwaag 
and Chircop for their active engagement through the Institute’s 
management committee and to Professor McConnell for serv-
ing as MELP Director and as Associate Director of the Institute. 
Faculty continues to be the backbone of projects. Associates 
provided additional support to enable multiple initiatives to be 
undertaken. A warm welcome to our new research associates, 
and thanks to those who have been with us and have supported 
out work over the years. Special words of thanks go to Ms.  
Lauri MacDougall, Institute administrator, for holding the 
citadel of MELAW. Her administrative support was essential 
for many of the reported activities. Also to be mentioned is Ms. 
Christel LeBlanc for her creative work in support of the confer-
ence and Institute website and preparation of the annual report. 
Finally, the support and encouragement of Professor Kim 
Brooks, Dean of Law at Schulich and the Schulich Academic 
Excellence Funds enabled several major activities to happen.

Director’s Report
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Marine & Environmental Law Programme

The MELP academic specialization has remained a focus of  
activity under the umbrella of MELAW. The specialization provides 
students in the three year Juris Doctorate (JD) program of the Law 
School with the opportunity to obtain a certificate of specialization 
in marine and/or environmental law along with JD. 

The specialization, although not always in the form of a certificate 
programme, has been in place at Dalhousie for nearly 40 years. 
Since 1995 when the certificates were introduced 158 specializa-
tion certificates have been awarded.

It remains a distinguishing feature of the Schulich School of Law 
in attracting JD, LLM and JSD students. While not every inquiry 
has been tracked, numerous email, phone and in-person inquires, 
usually related to admission to the JD or LLM, are regularly fielded 
by the MELP Director, the Administrative Assistant or other MELP 
faculty.

www.dal.ca/faculty/law/melaw/programs.html 

The Associate Director of the Institute also serves as the Director 
of the MELP Programme, and focuses on activities related to  
improvement of the MELP specialization and any revisions that 
need to be made to the regulations to reflect current practice.  
This year Professor Phillip Saunders was Interim Director until 
December 2012. As of January 2013 Professor Moira L.  
McConnell is the Director of the programme. Professor Saunders 
also serves as the faculty supervisor, with the Director of the East 
Coast Environmental Law (ECELAW), for the Environmental Law 
Placement course under the MELP courses.

In 2012-2013, mainly as result of the initiatives taken by MELP 
students, discussions are now underway to obtain Senate approval 
for a dual degree to begin September 2014. If approved, the 
programme would allow students to obtain a Masters of Resource 
and Environmental Management (MREM) through the School for 
Resource and Environmental Studies in Faculty of Management 
and the JD in the Faculty of Law in a total of four years.

There is a regular updating of the MELP brochure and website to 
reflect changes in teaching faculty, regulations and courses. 

MELP offers two specialization certificates (students may obtain 
both) one in marine law and one in environmental law. A trend 
that has continued is a preference by the majority of students for 
the Environmental Law Specialization. In the 2012-2013 academic 
year, two students were awarded the Environmental Law Special-
ization. Although 10 students were registered for certificates, as 
result of law school class schedules or other factors such as overseas 
exchanges eight of these students did not meet the qualifications 
required for the certificate.

Professor Moira L. McConnell 

Associate Director, MELAW 
Director, Marine & Environmental Law Programme (MELP)
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•	 business and environmental law (S. foreman)

•	 coastal zone Management (l. fanning, Marine affairs program)

•	 energy law (J. irving / J. Macduff)

•	 environmental law i (M. doelle)

•	 environmental law ii – interdisciplinary perspectives on climate change (M. doelle)

•	 environmental law placement (p. Saunders)

•	 fisheries law (d. Henley)

•	 international environmental law (d. vanderzwaag)

•	 law of international trade and Shipping (not offered)

•	 law of the Sea (p. Saunders)

•	 Marine environmental protection law (not offered)

•	 Maritime law & practice (a. chircop)

•	 ocean law and policy (a. chircop)

•	 oil and gas law (M. Simms)

•	 planning law (H. epstein / a. ruffman)

•	 regulatory Systems in environment and Health laws (not offered)

Law of International Trade and Shipping will be replaced with Carriage of Goods by Sea  
in the 2013-2014 academic year.

MELP Courses 
2012-2013

Sylina Jones, Environmental 
Law Specialization Certificate

lindsay o’reilly, Environmental 
Law Specialization Certificate

2012 - 2013 Melp certificate recipients (Jd)
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canadian energy law 
foundation prize 
 
Canadian Petroleum Law Foundation Prize is 
awarded to the student who has demonstrat-
ed an outstanding performance in the Oil and 
Gas Law class. The prize amount of $2,500 
was awarded to Nathan Coles. 
 

edward c. foley  
Memorial Scholarship 
 
The Edward C. Foley Memorial Scholarship, 
in the memory of the late Edward C. Foley, 
JD 1980 is awarded, on recommendation of 
the Dean, to a second or third year student 
who has completed at least two classes in 
international, marine and environmental 
areas and who has achieved an overall average 
of more than B. Consideration is also given 
to the personal qualities of the candidate 
including leadership roles assumed at the 
law school and community involvement. The 
scholarship prize of $1,000 was awarded to 
Michele Charles. 
 

elkanah rafuse prize  
in admiralty law 
 
The Elkanah Rafuse Prize in Admiralty Law 
was established in memory of the late  
Elkanah Rafuse of Halifax to provide an an-
nual prize to the student who achieves the 
highest standing in Maritime Law and Prac-
tice (Maritime Law I). This is an endowment 
prize of $400 and was awarded to Francis 
Murray.

elizabeth May award for 
environmental Service 
 
Elizabeth May Award for Environmental 
Service is awarded annually to a student in 
the graduating class who has been involved in 
promoting environmental awareness in the 
law school and in the broader community. 
Elizabeth May is an environmentalist, writer, 
activist, lawyer, Member of Parliament and 
graduate of Dalhousie Law School (‘83). 
Elizabeth May has exemplified a long and 
inspiring commitment to environmental-
ism and this award recognizes students who 
are also making a significant contribution 
to environmental issues and environmental 
law. Michele Charles received a $300 cash 
prize and plaque.

 

edward charles foley 
prize 
 
The Edward Charles Foley Prize is awarded 
to the student who is enrolled in the MELP 
certificate programme who has obtained a 
weighted average of not less than B and has 
demonstrated a commitment to public/ 
community service in the environmental 
or related area. The prize is $100 and was 
awarded to Michele Charles.

lexisnexis book prize 
 
LexisNexis Book Prize is awarded to the 
JD student who attains the highest mark in 
Environmental Law I. The book prize of $250 
was awarded to Jamie Simpson. 
 

Milton and carole  
ehrlich prize

The Milton and Carole Ehrlich Prize in 
memory of the late Richard Weiner who was 
actively involved with the United  
Nations. Andrei Whitaker and Catherine 
Blanchard received the cash prize of $350 
in recognition of jointly receiving the highest 
standing in Law of the Sea subjects.  
 

ocean yearbook  
Student prize 
 
The Ocean Yearbook Student Prize is an  
annual competition open to students writing 
research papers on marine affairs subjects 
at any university or other tertiary education 
institution. This year’s winner is Andrei 
Whitaker at the Schulich School of Law, for 
his paper in Ocean Law & Policy.

prizes & Scholarships

Marine & Environmental Law Programme
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frederic perron-Welch 
2010 Environmental MELP Graduate

MELAW Graduate Frederic Perron-
Welch has become the Programme  
Coordinator for Biodiversity and Bio-
safety Law at the Centre for Interna-
tional Sustainable Development Law 
and has been deeply involved in the 
work of the Conference of the Parties 
to the Convention on Biological  
Diversity since his graduation, includ-

ing supporting the African Group in the negotiations leading 
to the Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit-Sharing, and 
supporting the implementation of COP decisions in developing 
countries through the ABS Capacity Development Initiative and  
International Development Law Organization.

freedom-kai phillips
2009 Environmental MELP Graduate

Freedom-Kai Phillips along with 
Frederic Perron-Welch have established 
BIONOMOS Ltd., a privately-held 
biodiversity law and policy consulting 
firm focussing on the global implemen-
tation of the Convention on Biologi-
cal Diversity. Freedom is also a Legal 
Research Fellow at the CISDL.

 

christopher buchanan 
2011 Environmental MELP Graduate 

Upon graduating from the Schulich 
School of Law, I moved to Vancouver 
to article for a national law firm, 
Miller Thomson. During my articles, 
I assisted with several cases involv-
ing environmental and aboriginal law. 
After I was called to the bar, I became 
an associate at a small litigation firm, 
Lesperance Mendes, practicing in the 

areas of contaminated sites, construction defect litigation, and 
strata property law. As of August 6, 2013, I will return to my 
hometown of Yellowknife, Northwest Territories to work as a 
Legal Counsel for the territorial Department of Justice. Part 
of my work will include the implementation of the historic 
NWT Final Devolution Agreement, which transfers the federal 
government’s jurisdiction over the territory’s water, land, and 
resource development to the Government of the Northwest 
Territories.

patrick canning 
2006 Environmental MELP Graduate

I articled in 2008 with the Ontario  
Ministry of the Environment, with a 
month at the Ministry of Natural  
Resources. I then moved into a senior  
policy position with the Ontario  
Ministry of Natural Resources, as the 
parks and protected areas specialist on the 

Algonquin Land Claim, the only comprehensive land claim in 
Ontario. In that position I created a unique package that was 
embraced by both parties and has become part of final settle-
ment. After that I took a break and travelled for six months, 
and landed in Vancouver, where I did contract work for a year 
before moving to Tofino, on the west coast of Vancouver Island. 
In Tofino I do general practice, environmental, and First  
Nations law. This is the site of the 1993 blockades that brought 
forestry to its knees in BC, and I have been priveleged to take 
part in cutting-edge environmental and First Nations issues, 
and to sit on the boards of grassroots organizations driving 
change in BC.

profiling Melp grads

Marine & Environmental Law Programme
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The once pristine and rich marine environment of the South  
China Sea is degrading at an alarming rate due to the rapid socio-
economic development of the region. Hai Dang Vu’s doctoral thesis 
“Towards a Network of Marine Protected Areas in the South China 
Sea: Legal and Political Perspectives”, suggests legal and  
political measures to support the development of a network of 
marine protected areas in the South China Sea. Such a network, if 
properly developed, would not only help to protect the marine en-
vironment and resources of the region but also contribute to lower 
the tension among its coastal States. The successfully defended thesis 
is expected to be published in the book series Legal Aspects of Sustain-
able Development (General Editor David Freestone, Martinus Nijhoff).

Congratulations to JSD candidate María Cecilia Engler Palma, chosen as 
a 2012 Vanier Scholar. Her research project is titled: “Towards ecosystem 
approach to finfish aquaculture in Canada: an international and comparative 
perspective”. We echo the sentiments of Chad Gaffield, president of SSHRC: 
“These Vanier scholars will become the next generation of leaders across all 
sectors of society—leaders who are among the world’s top doctoral students 
and whose pursuit of excellence in their chosen field of study will drive 
quality of life and innovation into the future. We are privileged to have these 
scholars in Canada, and through this program we are saying loud and clear 
that Canada is a major competitor for intellectual talent on the world stage.”

PhD Thesis Defence, July 12, 2013

2012 Vanier Scholar, September 12, 2012

david freestone, External Examiner, Hai dang vu, david  
vanderzwaag, Supervisor, Moira Mcconnell and aldo chircop,  
Committee Members

cecilia engler palma

Melp graduate Student achievements

godfred chongetara (llM)

cecilia engler (JSd)

lu ying (JSd) 

don Mccrimmon (JSd)

tony puthucherril (JSd)

darin reeves (llM)

diane rowe (llM)

Satyajit Sen (llM)

catherine Sykes (JSd)

Hai dang vu (JSd)

2012 - 2013 Melp graduate Students
(llM & phd/JSd)

Marine & Environmental Law Programme



16

The Environmental Law Students Society (ELSS) is a student-
run society that focuses on environmental issues as they relate 
to the law. We are very active within the law school, the greater 
university, and the Halifax community in general. Guest  
lectures, community contribution, environmental law  
oriented occasions, social events and outings are all organized 
and executed by the ELSS members. 

The ELSS thrives on student participation. We hold weekly or 
bi-weekly general meetings for our society. All members are 
welcome to attend and actively participate in event planning 
and activism efforts. We also strive to integrate environmental 
issues into the existing curriculum in the Schulich School of 
Law. Because of our student participation, our efforts aim to 
reach beyond the law school into the broader community. 

In the 2012-2013 academic year the ELSS partnered with ECE 
Law to host David Boyd, a researcher, writer and activist. The 
ELSS also hosted Gillian Deacon, jointly with the College of 
Sustainability. Both events were open to the community and 
acted as a platform for environmental discussion and exposure 
to current environmental law topics. David Boyd spoke as a 
social researcher and ignited much discussion around the  
concept of a right to a healthy environment and its relation-
ship to environmental conservation in many countries. Gillian 
Deacon gave an enlightening talk concerning the chemical 
compounds that are present in cosmetics. 

Our environmental activism remained strong throughout the  
academic year. The ELSS held multiple activism workshops, 
tackling letter writing skills and increasing our understanding of 
activism efforts as well as available mechanisms to achieve  
success. This acted as a platform that prompted a visit to the  
provincial legislature, challenging the province to meet the  
conservation efforts that are required by statute to protect the 
mainland moose populations and as well as to increase the  
percentage of the province that could be classified as protected 
areas. We also hosted a bike challenge, using a bit of friendly 
competition to promote sustainable transit and inspire students 
(and Faculty!) to remain active and do their part for the environ-
ment. Several students also volunteered with ECE Law to create 
an environmental crime report – a database of cases involving 
violations of environmental regulations throughout the provinces.

To facilitate student interest in environmental law and non-
traditional legal careers, the ELSS hosted two events to foster 
exposure to these fields. Alternative Career’s Night was hosted 
in conjunction with multiple other student societies, with 
the ELSS inviting panelists from the environmental law field. 
Meet the Professors was hosted by the ELSS, providing a casual 
environment for students interested in learning more about the 
professors in the Marine and Environmental Law program here 
at the Schulich School of Law. 

We look forward to the recurring and new events and activism 
efforts for the 2013-2014 academic year!

environmental law Students’ Society (elSS)

Marine & Environmental Law Programme
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The 2012-2013 academic year was another year of partner-
ship for East Coast Environmental Law (ECELAW) and 
MELAW – highlighted by an increased number of students 
from the MELAW program contributing to ECELAW. Since 
2007, collaboration between ECELAW and MELAW has 
provided students at the Schulich School of Law with practical 
opportunities to apply their knowledge of environmental law 
and to connect with community organizations and interests, 
while at the same time helping ECELAW meet the following 
mandate to:

•	 provide legal information, advice and support to  
community and environmental groups;

•	 research the need for environmental law reform and 
promote progressive change; and 

•	 provide the next generation of young environmental 
lawyers in training with real life opportunities to work 
on environmental law challenges. 

Student involvement plays a vital role in developing ECELAW’s 
overall capacity. ECELAW greatly appreciates the contributions 
made by the following students from the Schulich School of Law:

•	 Georgia Lloyd-Smith, Board member and pro bono 
organizer

•	 Sylina Jones, Board member and ELSS liaison

•	 Mathieu Poirier, aquaculture research assistant and 
volunteer

•	 Jacquelyn Rutherford, Boyne Clarke summer 
student and ELSS co-chair

•	 Jamie Simpson, volunteer and ELSS co-chair

In addition, the following students worked on two ECELAW 
research initiatives – one addressing current government  
compliance with the Nova Scotia Endangered Species Act, and 
the other investigating enforcement of environmental legisla-
tion in all four Atlantic provinces:

Nicholas Ang*

Adam LaRoche*

Mick Levine

John Maskine*

Kelsey Nearing 

Minh Nguyen*

Michael Potter

Rebecca Sewell

Kristen Vandenberg

Tristan Willis

(* denotes students working through the Dalhousie Pro Bono program)

ECELAW also appreciates the service of MELAW professors, 
such as Meinhard Doelle, who served as Chair of ECELAW’s 
board of directors from 2007-March 2013, and Moira  
McConnell, who joined the board in March 2013. 

east coast environmental law association (ecelaW)

Marine & Environmental Law Programme
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This academic year, ECELAW continued to work with MELAW 
through the Environmental Placement Course during the 
Winter Term. With supervision from the Diane Rowe of the 
Nova Scotia Justice Department and Professor Philip Saunders, 
second year student Jamie Simpson prepared A Legal Guide for 
Woodlot Owners in Nova Scotia for the Nova Scotia Woodlot 
Owners and Operators Association, which will be published on 
ECELAW’s website in the coming months. ECELAW is actively 
recruiting participants for this course and hopes to have a full 
complement of three students in 2014. The research carried 
out for this course is of a high quality and much appreciated by 
the environmental community. 

ECELAW’s new Occasional Paper Series disseminated a num-
ber of papers on topics related to environmental law in Atlantic 
Canada, which were either produced by MELAW students or 
professors. These papers included Provincial Coastal Manage-
ment in Nova Scotia – A Legislative Review by Jamie-Lynn 
Kraft, and Fish Pathogen and Pest Treatment Regulations by 
Zeynep Husrevoglu, and Using Strategic Environmental  
Assessments to Guide Oil and Gas Exploration Decisions in the 
Beaufort Sea: Lessons Learned from Atlantic Canada, a joint 
publication with the Canadian Institute of Resources Law co-
authored by Meinhard Doelle, Nigel Bankes, and Louie Porta, 
all available online at www.ecelaw.ca. 

Last year, we continued to supervise students participating in 
the Dalhousie Pro Bono Program (probono.law.dal.ca) through 
our Environmental Research Team. Local lawyer Lisa Mitchell 
provided mentoring and supervision for nine law students four 
in the Pro Bono Program and five volunteers at the Schulich 
School of Law. These students worked together on two main 
projects. The first project, which most of the students worked 
with ECELAW was to design a report that looks at the number 
of environmental prosecutions that have taken place in Atlantic 
Canada. The first phase of this research, looking at reported 
case law, is complete and students are now completing freedom 

of information requests to obtain any information on un- 
reported decisions. 

The second project supplements the work ECELAW has under-
taken on species at risk. Two students are reviewing the Endan-
gered Species Act and the list of species at risk to determine 
what requirements of the Act have not been met for each listed 
species. To date, the Environmental Law Students’ Society (ELSS) 
and ECELAW have drafted and sent two letters to the Minis-
ter questioning government compliance with the Endangered 
Species Act as it relates to critical habitat and recovery plans. 
Students have also been involved in preparing FOIPOP applica-
tions and review of materials received. 

For the summer of 2012, ECELAW employed the services of 
third year student Jacquelyn Rutherford through the generous 
support of the BOYNECLARKE Summer Student Program. 
Jacquelyn worked on projects relating to municipal law, shale 
gas development, and wetland conservation. ECELAW has the 
good fortune of employing another BOYNE CLARKE student 
for the summer of 2013 to assist with the environmental law 
inquiry services and general environmental law research.

In February 2012, ECELAW hired a 2005 graduate from the 
MELAW program, Tricia Barry as Executive Director.  
Tricia was the chair of the ELSS during her days at the Schulich 
School of Law and brings with her many years of service on the 
board of ECELAW and experience from her practice in civil 
litigation at Stewart McKelvey in Halifax.

ECELAW could not continue to grow and expand its environ-
mental law services for the people of Atlantic Canada without 
the support of MELAW and we look forward to another great 
year of collaboration and growth in 2013-2014. 

For more information on ECELAW’s other programs and  
initiatives visit www.ecelaw.ca. 

Tricia Barry 
ECELAW Executive Director

East Coast Environmental Law Association (ECELAW)
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Projects & Publications

Project leader: David VanderZwaag with Aldo Chircop, Moira McCon-
nell, Phillip Saunders, Robert Huebert, David Scott, Susan Rolson, 
Cecilia Engler and Jonathan Edge. 

With a new Arctic development era looming on the horizon 
due to less ice, easier human access and huge northern  
resource potentials including some 25% of the world’s  
remaining hydrocarbons, this project has two main objectives: 
to further public and political understanding of Canadian and 
Russian approaches/challenges in Arctic ocean governance 
and to encourage strengthening in future bilateral and regional 
cooperation in the Arctic. 

comparing canadian & russian  
approaches/challenges in arctic 
ocean governance
 March 2008 - January 2014

legislating integrated coastal zone  
Management 
April 2009 - December 2013

Project leader: Aldo Chircop with JSD candidates David Dzidzornu, 
Tony George Puthucherril and Hai Dang Vu; LLM student Diane Rowe; 
and student researchers Ryan O’Leary, Alex Gorlewski and Sonja Mills. 

The objective of this SSHRCC-funded research project is 
to identify international trends and mainstream practices in 
national legislation concerning integrated coastal zone manage-
ment (ICZM) and develop options for ICZM model legislative 
strategies. It is expected to contribute to a better understand-
ing of the role, opportunities and constraints of this type of 
legislation in the multidisciplinary scholarly community  
engaged in this field. In identifying “good practice” and  
potential alternative strategies for ICZM legislation, this 
project will be of particular interest and utility to drafters of 
national and sub-national legislation in countries with active 
ICZM activities, international donor institutions and other 
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations  
promoting ocean governance, legislative modernization and 
legal capacity-building. 

projects
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Project leader: David VanderZwaag with Phillip Saunders, Richard Apostle 
and Tsafrir Gazit, with research assistants Cecilia Engler and Katie Sykes.

Through the partnership with the Ocean Tracking Network 
(OTN), a collaborative joint venture funded by the Canadian 
Foundation for Innovation, NSERC and SSHRC, this research 
project is focused on filling a major vacuum in Canadian and 
international research relating to the ethical, social, economic, 
scientific and legal dimensions involved in protecting threatened 
marine species. This partnership proposal has four sub-objectives: 
to build interdisciplinary networking among Canadian social 
science and natural science researchers interested in ensuring the 
future survivability and sustainability of marine species at risk off 
the Pacific, Arctic and Atlantic coasts; to compare how different 
countries and regions around the globe are faring in tracking and 
protecting marine species at risk; to  
explore options for strengthening global cooperation in conserv-
ing marine biodiversity; and to investigate how the extensive and 
innovative scientific information generated by OTN is  
understood and used by stakeholder groups and decision-makers.

A special issue of the Journal of International Wildlife Law and 
Policy (vol. 16 (2-3 and (4)) will include nine papers from the 
project under the theme “Tracking and Protecting Marine Spe-
cies at Risk: Scientific Advances, Sea of Governance Challenges”.

tracking and protecting Marine  
Species at risk: an interdisciplinary 
and international partnership
March 2010 - February 2015

Project leader: Aldo Chircop with Lucia Fanning, Ronald Pelot and  
Pat Rodee. 

The goal of this project is to support the implementation of  
local integrated coastal zone management (ICZM) in the 
coastal zone of Southeast Cuba. To strengthen efforts of the 
Universidad de Oriente (UO) and Universidad de Guantánamo 
(UG); to build the capacities of the municipalities of Guamá 
(Santiago de Cuba) and San Antonio de Sur (Guantánamo);  
to undertake local ICZM in order to achieve national develop-
ment, environment and higher education policy objectives. The 
project emphasis is on particular development needs of local 
coastal/rural communities with a view of improving their  
quality of life.

local integrated coastal zone  
Management in Southeast cuba
April 2010 - March 2014
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tracking & envisioning the future of  
arctic ocean governance 

March 2011 - March 2014

Project leader: David VanderZwaag with student researchers Sarah  
Turgeon, Allison Reed, Patrick Cashin and Kristen Vandenberg. 

Funded by SSHRC, this project is tracing the fast-changing 
governance seascape within the Arctic Council and is develop-
ing recommendations on future directions in Arctic Ocean 
governance with a special emphasis on management of marine 
areas beyond national jurisdiction.

A first project publication authored by David VanderZwaag 
“The Arctic Council at 15 Years: Edging Forward in a Sea of 
Challenges” may be found in the German Yearbook of  
International Law, vol. 54, 281-314 (2011).

Projects & Publications

Project leader: Meinhard Doelle with student researchers Steven Evans, 
Ryan Wake, Jamie Simpson, Kira Misiewicz and Barbora Grochalova. 

This project is a partnership between Carbon Management 
Canada Inc, the University of Calgary, Dalhousie University 
and the University of British Columbia. It aims to contribute 
to the development of an international and domestic legal and 
regulatory framework for carbon management and especially 
new technologies that contribute to carbon management. It 
will analyse how new carbon management measures can be  
integrated with national and international emission manage-
ment tools, and look at the relationship between carbon man-
agement measures and international trade and investment law.

Current projects under Carbon Management Canada include:

•	 Climate adaptation

•	 Forests & greenhouse gas emissions

•	 Technology

•	 Loss & damage

carbon Management canada (nce)
January 2011-June 2014
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environmental assessment process 
April 2011 - March 2015

Project leader: Meinhard Dolle with student researcher Rebecca Critchley.

The project is a collaboration between Meinhard Doelle, Bob 
Gibson at the University of Waterloo and John Sinclair at the 
University of Manitoba. The research will address two  
competing trends in the evolution of environmental assessment 
(EA) law, policy and application, focusing on Canada, though 
the results should be illuminating for jurisdictions with similar 
characteristics. The two trends are:

(i) the advancing ambition of EA theory, expectations and  
state-of-the-art practice in providing a powerful tool for the 
transition to sustainability, and

(ii) increasing pressures to make the process more  
efficient.

Current initiatives include research on NS EA reform, use of 
SEA for wind development in NS, and improving cumulative 
effects assessments in EA.

David VanderZwaag, project co-leader, and Robert Huebert, University 
of Calgary researcher.

Australian-Canadian Ocean Research Network Project 
(ACORN) in collaboration with Australian universities, includ-
ing the University of Sydney Faculty of Law. Papers comparing 
Antarctic and Arctic ocean governance approaches and chal-
lenges by leading Australian and Canadian researchers were 
presented at an international workshop in Sydney, Australia in 
December 2011. Edward Elgar has agreed to publish the  
proceedings in 2014 as a book edited by Tim Stephens and 
David VanderZwaag.

polar oceans governance in an era  
of environmental change 
September 2011 - August 2013 

Projects & Publications
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reform of the provincial environmental 
assessment process 

July 2013 – June 2015

Project leader: David VanderZwaag, with student researchers Cecilia  
Engler, Sarah Sweet, Emily Adams, Aaron Lemkow and Kristen  
Vandenberg. 

This project involves collaboration between 
David VanderZwaag and a team of natural 
science researchers led by Professor Katja 

Fennel, Dalhousie’s Department of Oceanography. How  
scientific advances in understanding marine ecosystem changes, 
such as ocean acidifications relate to existing national and inter-
national law and policy frameworks is a central research theme.

The extent to which climate change related impacts are being 
considered in Canada’s marine species at risk listing and  
recovery planning processes has been a priority topic for the 
summer of 2013.

Marine environmental observation 
prediction and response (Meopar)

October 2012 – March 2017

Project leader: Meinhard Doelle, with student researcher Jamie Simpson. 

The province of Nova Scotia asked a team of experts to work 
with departmental officials to explore law reform options for 
the provincial EA process based on a review of best practices 
in other jurisdictions and a review of the academic literature. 
The project team included Janis Rod of Verterra Group, Lesley 
Griffiths of ECELAW, Norval Collins of CEF Consultants and 
Meinhard Doelle of MELAW, with the able research assistance 
of JD candidate Jamie Simpson. 

The project covered 21 research themes related to various 
aspects of EA, and resulted in a 150 page final report with 
recommendations in the following 8 key areas:

1. Determine and clearly state the Nova Scotian objective for EA

2. Early entry of projects into the Nova Scotian EA process

3. Better effective integration of EA into government decision-
making

4. Improved clarity in roles and processes to support effective 
engagement

5. Increased transparency

6. Review of scoping procedures and methods

7. Consistent post-approval mechanisms

8. Regular program evaluation

Projects & Publications
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Project leader: Meinhard Doelle, with Aldo Chircop, Phillip Saunders, 
David VanderZwaag and Moira McConnell.

The offshore renewable energy project will involve collabora-
tion among Canadian and European academics interested in 
governance issues in the offshore renewable energy context. 
Jurisdictions in the EU and Canada have begun to experiment 
with governance approaches, largely based on experience in 
other sectors. Examples include Scotland’s and Canada’s efforts 
on tidal energy, and Portugal’s work on wave energy. The work 
will build on a growing literature on these efforts. 

 The project involves two workshops in the first two years to 
bring together researchers from the EU and Canada on these 
issues. In year three, we will be working toward a symposium 
on offshore renewable energy in Halifax, and a publication of 
papers presented at the symposium.

offshore renewable energy  
governance 

July 2013 – June 2015

Project leaders: Meinhard Doelle and William Lahey, with student 
researchers Kira Misiewicz, Rebecca Critchley and Barbora Grochalova. 

The Ministry of Fisheries and Aquaculture has set up an  
independent panel to develop new regulations for the aqua- 
culture industry through consultations with Nova Scotians.

The work is led by Meinhard Doelle and William Lahey. They 
are advised by a committee representing stakeholders and 
community interests including the Mi’kmaq, the aquaculture 
industry, conservationists, environmentalists, fishermen and 
the municipalities.

The first phase of a multi-phased process of public and stake-
holder consultation began in the summer of 2013.

regulatory framework for aquaculture

May 2013 – September 2014

Projects & Publications
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ocean yearbook 27
Leiden: Martinus Nijhoff, 2013

Edited by Aldo Chircop, Scott Coffen-Smout 
and Moira L. McConnell. 

Devoted to assessing 
the state of ocean and 
coastal governance, 
knowledge, and man-
agement, the Ocean 
Yearbook provides 
information in one 
convenient resource.

As in previous edi-
tions, articles provide multidisciplinary ex-
pert perspectives on contemporary issues. 
Each new volume draws on policy studies, 
international relations, international and 
comparative law, management, marine 
sciences, economics, and social sciences. 
Each volume contains key legal and policy 
instruments and an annually updated global 
directory of ocean-related organizations. 

The Yearbook is a collaborative initia-
tive of the International Ocean Institute 
(www.ioinst.org) in Malta and the Marine & 
Environmental Law Institute (www.dal.ca/
law/MELAW) at the Schulich School of Law, 
Dalhousie University, Halifax, Canada.

environmental law:  
cases and Materials 
(Second edition)
Carswell, 2013

Meinhard Doelle and Chris Tollefson

In this new edition 
of Canada’s leading 
environmental 
law text, Profes-
sors Doelle and 
Tollefson provide 
a fully updated and 
much expanded 
treatise that will be 

welcomed by students, practitioners and 
environmental professionals alike. It in-
cludes a comprehensive collection of cases, 
articles, commentary, notes and questions 
and covers a broad range of topics.

This second edition includes significant new 
material and analysis on a variety of impor-
tant topics including the constitutional divi-
sion of powers, the Smith v. Inco litigation, 
recent Fisheries Act and Canadian Environ-
mental Assessment Act reforms, emerging 
Species At Risk Act caselaw, and develop-
ments in climate change and carbon law.

the regulation of  
continental Shelf  
development
Brill, 2013

Edited by Myron H. Nordquist, University of 
Virginia School of Law, John Norton Moore, 
University of Virginia School of Law, Aldo 
Chircop, Schulich School of Law, Dalhousie 
University and Ronán Long, National Univer-
sity of Ireland, Galway

The lack of interna-
tional conventional 
law governing the 
operational aspects 
of continental shelf 
activity may be 
characterized as 
unfinished business 
of the UN Conven-
tion on the Law of 

the Sea. The Convention, adopted in 1982, 
generally addressed the issue but did not 
consider more detailed development of 
the legal regime for the continental shelf. 
In The Regulation of Continental Shelf 
Development: Rethinking International 
Standards, leading experts from around 
the world identify and explore a multitude 
of unresolved legal concerns related to the 
continental shelf.

institute books 2012-2013
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promoting compliance  
in an evolving climate 
regime
Cambridge University Press, 2012

Edited by Jutta Brunnée, Meinhard Doelle and 
Lavanya Rajamani

As the contours of 
a post-2012 climate 
regime begin to 
emerge, compliance 
issues will require 
increasing attention. 
This volume consid-
ers the questions 
that the trends in the 
climate negotiations 

raise for the regime’s compliance system. 

It reviews the main features of the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change and its Kyoto Protocol, canvasses 
the literature on compliance theory and 
examines the broader experience with 
compliance mechanisms in other interna-
tional environmental regimes. 

the regulation of  
international Shipping:  
international and comparative perspec-
tives: essays in Honor of edgar gold

Leiden: Martinus Nijhoff, 2012

Edited by Aldo Chircop, Norman Letalik, Ted 
L. McDorman, Susan J. Rolston

“Marine transport, 
and the law and 
policy within which 
it operates, must be 
seen as very similar 
to other international 
undertakings operat-
ing on a transna-
tional scale.” These 
concluding words in 

Edgar Gold’s Maritime Transport (Lexing-
ton, 1981) aptly capture the past, present 
and future of the regulation of interna-
tional shipping. This book pays tribute to a 
mariner, legal practitioner and university 
teacher with a unique understanding of 
shipping and maritime trade. 

Promoting Compliance 
in an Evolving 

Climate Regime
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edited by 

Jutta Brunnée, Meinhard Doelle 
and Lavanya Rajamani

As the contours of a post-2012 climate regime begin to emerge, compliance 

issues will require increasing attention. This volume considers the questions 

that the trends in the climate negotiations raise for the regime’s compliance 

system. It reviews the main features of the UN Framework Convention on Climate 

Change and its Kyoto Protocol, canvasses the literature on compliance theory 

and examines the broader experience with compliance mechanisms in other 

international environmental regimes. Against this backdrop, contributors examine 

the central elements of the existing compliance system, the practice of the Kyoto 

compliance procedure to date, and the main compliance challenges encountered 

by key groups of states such as OECD countries, economies in transition, and 

developing countries. These assessments anchor examinations of the strengths and 

weaknesses of the existing compliance tools and of the emerging, decentralized, 

‘bottom-up’ approach introduced by the 2009 Copenhagen Accord and pursued by 

the 2010 Cancun Agreements.

J U T TA BRU N N é E is Professor of Law and Metcalf Chair in Environmental Law 

at the University of Toronto. As co-author of Legitimacy and Legality in International 

Law: An International Account, she received the American Society of International 

Law’s 2011 Certificate of Merit for a Preeminent Contribution to Creative 

Scholarship in International Law.

M E I N h A R D D OE L L E is an associate professor at Dalhousie University’s 

Schulich School of Law, where he also serves as the Associate Director of the 

Marine and Environmental Law Institute. he also serves on the federal provincial 

environmental assessment panel for the Lower Churchill hydroelectric project in 

Labrador, Canada.

L AvA N yA R A JA M A N I is a professor at the Centre for Policy Research, New 

Delhi, where she writes, teaches and advises on international environmental law, in 

particular international climate change law and policy. She is also the Rapporteur 

for the International Law Association’s Committee on Legal Principles Relating to 

Climate Change.

Cover image: divers at the underwater art 

installation The Silent Evolution, created by 

Jason deCaires Taylor, highlight sea-level rise 

during COP16. Copyright Jason deCaires Taylor 

/ Greenpeace.

Cover designed by Hart McLeod Ltd
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aldo chircop
Ocean Yearbook Volume 27, co-edited with 
Moira McConnell and Scott Coffen-Smout 
(Leiden: Nijhoff, 2013).

“Working Paper on the Development of 
Guidelines for the Implementation of Article 
82 of the United Nations Convention on the 
Law of the Sea, 1982”, Implementation of 
Article 82 of the United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea, Report of an Inter-
national Workshop convened by the Interna-
tional Seabed Authority in collaboration with 
the China Institute for Marine Affairs, Beijing 
26-30 November 2012, ISA Technical Study 
No. 12 (Kingston, Jamaica: International 
Seabed Authority, 2013), 35-68, online: 
http://www.isa.org.jm/files/documents/
EN/Pubs/TS12-web.pdf.

“Regulatory Challenges for International 
Arctic Navigation and Shipping in an Evolv-
ing Governance Environment,” in CMI 
Yearbook 2013 (2013), 144-163.

“The Continuum of International Maritime 
Law and Canadian Maritime Law: Explaining 
a Complex Relationship,” with Sarah Shiels, 
35 Dalhousie Law Journal 295-328 (2013). 

“Some Comments on the Role of Industry 
in the Prevention of Environmental Haz-
ards Caused by Shipping,” in Hans-Joachim 
Koch, Doris König, Joachim Sanden & 
Roda Verheyen, eds., Climate Change and 
Environmental Hazards Relating to Shipping: 
An International Legal Framework (Leiden: 
Brill, 2013), 167-170.

“Legal Frameworks for Integrated Coastal 
and Ocean Management in Canada and 
the European Union: Some Insights from 
Comparative Analysis,” with Ryan O’Leary, 
13 Vermont Journal of Environmental Law 
425-451 (2012). 

“Prospects for Transboundary Marine  
Protected Areas in East Africa,” with  
Catarina Grilo and Jose Guerreiro, 43 Ocean 
Development and International Law 243-266 
(2012). 

“Comments by Aldo Chircop on the Interna-
tional Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 
1978 (STCW) as amended,” in Comité Mari-
time International, CMI Yearbook 2011-2012 
(Antwerp: CMI, 2012), 384.

“Comments by Aldo Chircop on Interna-
tional Convention on Maritime Search and 
Rescue, 1979 (SAR Convention); Nuuk 
Agreement on Cooperation in Aeronautical 
and Maritime Search and Rescue in the Arc-
tic, 2011,” in Comité Maritime International, 
CMI Yearbook 2011-2012 (Antwerp: CMI, 
2012), 385. 

Meinhard doelle
(with John Terry) “International Framework”, 
in D. Mahony ed., Climate Change Law in 
Canada (Aurora: Canada Law Book, 2013).

(With Chris Tollefson) Environmental Law: 
Cases and Materials 2nd ed. (Toronto:  
Thomson/Carswell, 2013).

“The Role of EA in Achieving a Sustainable 
Energy Future in Canada: A Case Study of the 
Lower Churchill Panel Review” (2013) 25 J. 
Env. L. & Prac. 113.

“Arctic Climate Governance: Can the Canary 
in the Coal Mine lift Canada’s Head out of 
the Sand(s)?” in Timothy Stephens and David 
VanderZwaag, eds, Polar Oceans Governance 
in An Era of Environmental Change (Edward 
Elgar Publishing, 2013).

(with Bill Lahey) “Negotiating the Interface of 
Environmental and Economic Governance: 
Nova Scotia’s Environmental Goals and Sus-
tainable Prosperity Act (2012) 35 Dalhousie 
Law Journal 3.

“CEAA 2012: The End of Federal EA As We 
Know It?” (2012) 24 J. Env. L. & Prac. 1.

(with Nigel Bankes and Louie Porta) “Using 
Strategic Environmental Assessments to Guide 
Oil and Gas Exploration Decisions in the 
Beaufort Sea: Lessons Learned from Atlantic 
Canada” (2013) 22 RECIEL 103.

(with Emily Lukaweski) “Carbon Capture and 
Storage in the CDM: Finding its place among 
climate mitigation options?” (2012) 3 Climate 
Law 49.

“Compliance and Enforcement in the Climate 
Change Regime” in Erkki Hollo, Kati Kulovesi 
and Michael Mehling (eds.), Climate Change 
and the Law (Berlin: Springer, 2012).

(co-author) “Climate Governance at the 
Municipal Level in Canada: A Case Study of 
Mitigation Efforts in Halifax” in Benjamin J. 
Richardson (ed.), Local Climate Change Law: 
Environmental Regulation in Cities and Other 
Localities (Edward Elgar Publishing, 2012).

(co-editor), Promoting Compliance in an 
Evolving Climate Change Regime, (Cam-
bridge University Press, 2012), (co-author of 
the introduction and the concluding chapter).

Moira Mcconnell
Moira L. McConnell, General Report: “The 
Law Applicable on the Continental Shelf and 
in the Exclusive Economic Zone” in Gen-
eral Reports of the XVIIIth Congress of the 
International Academy of Comparative Law/
Rapports Généraux du XVIIIeme Congrès de 
L’Academie Internationale de Droit Comparé, 
(eds.) D. Snyder & K. Brown (Dordrecht Hei-
delberg London New York: Springer, 2012).

Moira L. McConnell, “Forging or Forego-
ing “the Genuine Link”?: A reflection on the 
Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 and other 
strategies”, in The Regulation of International 
Shipping: International and Comparative 
Perspectives, Essays in Honor of Edgar Gold, 
(eds.), Aldo Chircop, Norman G. Letalik, Ted 
L. McDorman, and Susan J. Rolston (Leiden/
Boston: Martinus Nijhoff, 2012). 

Moira L. McConnell (contributing author) 
Maritime Labour Convention, 2006  
Frequently Asked Questions (Revised edition 
2012) (International Labour Standards De-
partment, ILO, 2012) (also available as an on-
line database @ <http://www.ilo.org/glob-
al/standards/maritime-labour-convention/
WCMS_177371/lang--en/index.htm>).

faculty publications 2012-2013
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Dierk Lindemann, Dominick Devlin, Moira 
L. McConnell, ILO Handbook: Guidance on 
implementing the Maritime Labour Conven-
tion, 2006-Model National Provisions,  
(Geneva: International Labour Standards 
Department, ILO, 2012) (also avail-
able @ <http://www.ilo.org/global/
standards/maritime-labour-convention/
WCMS_170389/lang--en/index.htm>).

Moira L. McConnell (contributing author), 
ILO Handbook: Guidance on implement-
ing the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 
– Social Security for Seafarers, (Geneva: 
International Labour Standards Depart-
ment, ILO, 2012) (also available online 
database @ <http://www.ilo.org/global/
standards/maritime-labour-convention/
WCMS_170388/lang--en/index.htm>).

Aldo Chircop, Scott Coffen-Smout and 
Moira L. McConnell, (eds.), Ocean Year-
book, volumes 26 & 27 (Leiden/Boston: 
Brill Martinus Nijhoff, 2012 and 2013).

Associate Editor, vol. 22 Yearbook of Interna-
tional Environmental Law (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press, 2012). 

david vanderzwaag
David L VanderZwaag, Jeffery A Hutchings,  
S Jennings and Randall M Peterman,  
“Canada’s International and National Com-
mitments to Sustain Marine Biodiversity” 
(2012) 20 Envtl Rev 312.

Jeffrey A Hutchings, Isabelle M Coté, Julian J 
Dodson, Ida A Fleming, S Jennings, Nathan J 
Mantua, Randall M Peterman, Brian E  
Riddell, Andrew J Weaver and David L 
VanderZwaag, “Is Canada Fulfilling Its Ob-
ligations to Sustain Marine Biodiversity? A 
Summary Review, Conclusions and Recom-
mendations” (2012) 20 Envtl Rev 353.

David L VanderZwaag, “The IMO and Arctic 
Marine Environmental Protection: Tangled 
Currents, Sea of Challenges” in Oran R 
Young, Jong Deog Kim and Yoon Hyung Kim, 
The Arctic in Work Affairs: A North Pacific 
Dialogue on Arctic Marine Issues, 2012 
North Pacific Arctic Conference Proceedings 
(Honolulu: East-West Center, 2012) 99-128.

David L VanderZwaag, “Arctic (2011) 22 YB 
Intl Envtl L 254.

David L VanderZwaag and Cecilia Engler-
Palma, “Canadian Leadership Needed to Save 
Threatened American Eel” (June 5, 2013) 
Embassy 24.
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Events, Lectures & Visitors

Judge Tullio Rodolfo Treves, guest speaker at this year’s 
Douglas Johnston Lecture, gave a talk titled “The UN Convention 
of the Law of the Sea at Thirty: Achievements and Challenges.”

Professor Treves is well-known internationally for his expertise 
in public international law and most recently served as Judge of 
the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea. Recently he 
joined Curtis Mallet-Prevost Colt & Mosle in Milan as a senior 
public international law consultant – his first private practice role 
following 40 years in academia. He also chaired the Tribunal’s 
Committee of the Whole that drafted the Rules of the Tribunal. 
He has advised governments all over the world in major disputes 
involving maritime delimitation and other public international 
law matters, and has acted as arbitrator and as counsel before the 
International Court of Justice and international arbitral tribunals.

Professor Treves is concluding his tenure of more than 30 years 
as Professor of Public and Private International Law at the Law 
Faculty of the State University of Milan and has taught at institu-
tions in various other countries. He has also published widely on 
international law topics. 

about douglaS JoHnSton

Douglas M. Johnston was a leading teacher, scholar and writer 
in the the international marine and environmental law commu-
nity. His numerous contributions to the Schulich School of Law 
included the development of the marine and environmental law 
programme, strengthening of the graduate programme and the 
enhancement of the faculty’s strong scholarly reputation. He 
published ground-breaking scholarly works on the regulation 
of international fisheries, the theory of ocean-boundary, treaty 
law and the history of international law. His last book, which he 
completed very shortly before he died, received a posthumous 
award from the American Society of International Law.

fourth annual douglas M. Johnston ocean 
governance lecture, October 10, 2012

front row: Susan rolston, Judge treves, Moira Mcconnell,  
lauri Macdougall. back row: aldo chircop, vaughan black,  
brian flemming, phillip Saunders, gilbert Winham.
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May 17-November 15, 2012
Godwin Eli Kwadzo Dzah Esq., Barrister & Solicitor, legal counsel 
and researcher for the Constitutional Review Commission of Ghana 
was recipient of the 2012 United Nations-Nippon Fellowship with 
a placement at MELAW. Godwin undertook research supervised by 
Professor Moira McConnell.

May 31-June 2, 2012 
Meinhard Doelle presented “The Role of EA in Achieving a Sustainable 
Energy Future in Canada: A Case Study of the Lower Churchill Panel 
Review” at the JELP Conference in Saskatchewan.

June 6, 2012 
Meinhard Doelle presented at a symposium on the Environmental 
Goals and Sustainable Prosperity Act in Halifax.

July 9-13, 2012
Aldo Chircop taught a Maritime and Port Law module at the Marco 
Polo Academy in the Faculty of Law at the Shanghai Jiao-Tong Univer-
sity in China.

July 16-20, 2012
Aldo Chircop taught a Law of the Sea and the Arctic module at the  
Marco Polo Academy in the Faculty of Law at Xiamen University, 
China.

August 8-10, 2012
David VanderZwaag presented “The IMO and Arctic Marine Environmen-
tal Protection: Tangled Currents, Sea of Challenges” at the 2012 North 
Pacific Arctic Conference at the East-West Center in Honolulu, Hawaii.

August 15, 2012 to August 2, 2013
During the 2012-2013 academic year Dr. Alexandre Perreira da Silva, 
professor at the University of Pernambuco, Brazil, completed a post-
doctoral fellowship under the mentorship of Professor Aldo Chircop. 
Dr. da Silva was the recipient of a Government of Canada Grant.  
During his stay at MELAW Dr. da Silva wrote a manuscript on Brazil 
and the law of the sea for eventual publication in Portuguese. 

September 11, 2012
David VanderZwaag presented “Arctic Ocean Governance: Edging 
Forward in a Sea of Challenges” at the IUCN World Conservation 
Congress in Jeju, Republic of Korea.

September 17-18, 2012
David VanderZwaag presented “Arctic Ocean Review Chapter 8 – 
Arctic Pollution” at the Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment 
(PAME) working Group Workshop on the Arctic Ocean Review Draft 
Project in Halifax.

October 14-19, 2012
Aldo Chircop presented a paper titled “Regulatory Challenges for In-
ternational Arctic Navigation and Shipping in an Evolving Governance 
Environment” at the Comite Maritime Conference in Beijing.

October 15, 2012
Aldo Chircop gave a public lecture on Arctic shipping for the maritime 
law community at the Faculty of Law of Shanghai Jiao-Tong University.

November 19, 2012 
Meinhard Doelle appeared before the Parliamentary Committee on the 
Environment and Sustainable Development on CEAA. 

November 22, 2012 
Meinhard Doelle gave a submission to NS Law Amendments Committee 
on changes to the Environmental Goals and Sustainable Prosperity Act.

November 26-30, 2012 
Aldo Chircop presented a working paper titled “Development of 
Guidelines for the Implementation of Article 82” at the International 
Workshop on Further Consideration of the Implementation of Article 
82 of the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 1982, 
convened by the International Seabed Authority in Beijing and China 
Institute for Marine Affairs.

January 2, 2013 
David VanderZwaag presented “Governance of the Central Arctic 
Ocean Beyond National Jurisdiction: Cooperative Currents, Rest-
less Sea” at the Arctic Frontiers 2013 Conference Geopolitics in a 
Changing Environment: New Stakeholders and Arctic Governance in 
Tromsø, Norway. 

January 4, 2013 
David VanderZwaag presented “Canada Post-LOSC: Conformity, 
Controversy, Cooperation, Challenges at the AALS Annual Meeting 
Panel – Thirty Years of the United Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea in New Orleans, LA.

Events, Lectures & Visitors
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January 24, 2013 
Aldo Chircop presented on Arctic shipping regulation at  
MARSAFENET, at the Faculty of Law, University of Tromsø.

January 30 - February 1, 2013 
David VanderZwaag presented “The ICJ, ITLOS and the Precaution-
ary Approach: Paltry Progressions, Jurisprudential Jousting” at the He 
Hali’a Aloha No John, A Tribute to Professor Jon Markham Van Dyke, 
Honolulu, Hawaii.

February 8, 2013 
David VanderZwaag presented “Canada, the Northwest Passage and 
Arctic Ocean Governance: Conflict, Cooperation and Challenges” at 
the Faculty Seminar at the Schulich School of Law. 

February 20, 2013
The College of Sustainability, Marine Affairs Program and Marine 
& Environmental Law Institute presented a CESD panel discussion 
titled: “Challenges of Sustainable Development in Canada’s Marine 
Environment.” The event was arranged in conjunction with the Fall 
2012 Report of the Commissioner of the Environment and Sustainable 
Development. MELAW’s Phillip Saunders served as a panelist.

Nova Scotia’s offshore hosts one of Canada’s few marine protected areas 
(MPAs) as well as significant current and potential offshore oil and gas 
projects. The latest report of the Federal Commissioner of the Environ-
ment and Sustainable Development comments on the need for envi-
ronmental protections to keep pace with economic development. This 
panel offers a range of perspectives on the balance between offshore 
resource development and environmental protection, including specific 
issues such as such as environmental assessment in the offshore, liability 
for oil spills, spill prevention and response, and the role of MPAs.

Scott vaughn (commissioner of the environment and Sustainable 
development), phillip Saunders (Marine & environmental law insti-
tute, Schulich School of law), Stuart pinks (ceo canada nova Scotia 
offshore petroleum board), kim Himmelman (Manager , regulatory 
and Strategic policy, nS dept. of energy), elizabeth de Santo (Marine 
affairs program, dalhousie), Mark butler (policy director, ecology 
action centre). Moderator was Steven Mannell (director, college of 
Sustainability).

February 23, 2013 
David VanderZwaag presented “Getting Canada’s Oceans Act  
Together: Tacking in a Sea of Challenges” at the Canadian Association 
of Environmental Law Societies Inaugural Conference Thinking Big 
& Small, Liquid Assets: Environmental and Legal Issues in Canadian 
Waters, held at the University of Ottawa.

March 12-13, 2013
David VanderZwaag participated on a panel on the Future of Arctic 
Shipping at the 4th Polar Shipping Summit, Montreal.

March 14-15, 2013 
David VanderZwaag presented “The Inuit and the Future of Arctic 
Shipping Governance: Charting Coordinates in a Sea of Challenges” at 
the Circumpolar Inuit Response to Arctic Shipping Workshop, held at 
the Lord Elgin Hotel, Ottawa, Ontario, March 14-15.

March 15, 2013 
Meinhard Doelle served as a panelist at the Wickwire Lecture on  
Contextualizing Legal Ethics in Halifax. 

March 20, 2013
MELAW hosted the annual general meeting of Solar Nova Scotia. 
Solar NS Board Member Meinhard Doelle facilitated a panel discus-
sion on the future of solar energy in Nova Scotia. Panelists included 
representatives of the city of Halifax, Efficiency Nova Scotia, Nova 
Scotia Power, and the Province of Nova Scotia. 

March 26, 2013
Meinhard Doelle gave a lecture for the Environmental Science Program, 
Dalhousie University, “The State of Play in the Global Climate Regime.”

March 25, 2013
The Environmental Law Students’ Society 
(ELSS) and MELAW organized the annual 
“Meet the Profs” event, which featured Lisa 
Mitchell, one of the very few practicing 
environmental lawyers in Nova Scotia. Lisa has 
been involved with both advocacy and policy 
development, helping to draft the revised 
Pest Control Products Act as well as the Nova 

Scotia Environment Act. Today, Lisa runs LJM Environmental Law & 
Consulting and is currently involved in projects such as White’s Point, 
wind energy development and the remediation of contaminated sites.

Events, Lectures & Visitors
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April 17-May 10, 2013
In April and May MELAW was pleased to welcome as a sabbatical 
visitor, Associate Professor Craig Forrest, Director, Marine and Ship-
ping Law Unit, T.C. Beirne School of Law, University of Queensland, 
Brisbane, Australia. Dr. Forrest was carrying out research for a book 
on the international law applicable to wrecks. He is considered to be 
an expert on the international convention on the protection of under-
water cultural heritage.

April 22-May 17, 2013
We were very pleased to host Dr. A.L. Serdy, Reader in Public Interna-
tional Law of the University of Southampton, United Kingdom.  

May 13-16, 2013
Meinhad Doelle was a panelist at the International Association for 
Impact Assessment (IAIA) in Calgary.

May 15-17, 2013
Aldo Chircop presented a paper titled “Comparative ICZM legisla-
tion: Observations on Trends and Common Practices” at CARICOS-
TAS, Santiago de Cuba.

May 21, 2013
David VanderZwaag presented with Julian Dodson, University of 
Laval, “Sustaining American Eels: A Slippery Species for Science and 
Governance” at the Sargasso Sea Alliance and National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in Washington, D.C.

June 4, 2013
David VanderZwaag presented at “Tracking and Protecting Marine 
Species at Risk: An Update on OTN Interdisciplinary Research” at the 
OTN Third Annual NSERC Symposium in Halifax, Nova Scotia.

June 4-5, 2013
Aldo Chircop gave a presentation entitled “Equity on the Extended 
Continental Shelf: How an Obscure Provision in UNCLOS Provides 
New Challenges for Ocean Governance” at the Conference on Good 
Governance for Sustainable Marine Development convened by the 
Dräger Foundation, in Cascais, Portugal. 

June 10, 2013 
Nikolaus Gelpke, Marine conservationist, gave 
a lecture titled: “Communicating the Oceans: 
An Illustrated Public Presentation” at the 9th 
Annual Elizabeth Mann Borgese Ocean Lec-
ture: Communicating the Oceans, which was 
held at the Weldon Law Building and hosted 
by the International Ocean Institute (IOI).

Mr. Gelpke is a marine conservationist, a 
publisher at Mareverlag publishing house and 
editor-in-chief at Mare journal. He is manag-
ing director at Maribus gGmbH (World Ocean 

Review 1 & 2) in Hamburg, president of the Ocean Science Research 
Foundation and vice-president of the International Ocean Institute.

June 24-30, 2013
Both Meinhard Doelle and David VanderZwaag chaired a panel semi-
nar and presented papers at the International Union for Conservation 
of Nature (IUCN Academy of Environmental Law) Colloquium in 
New Zealand.

July 11, 2013
MELAW offered a public seminar 
featuring Dr. David Freestone, who 
gave a lecture titled “Can We Protect 
High Seas Ecosystems Under Current 
International Law? Lessons from the 
Sargasso Sea.”

Dr. Freestone has been Professorial 
Lecturer in Law at George Washington 
University since 2009. He is also a 

visiting professor at the UN University Institute of Advanced Studies, 
Japan, and at the University of New South Wales, Australia. Prior 
academic appointments include a faculty chair in international law 
at the University of Hull in the United Kingdom, where he is still an 
honorary professor.

Alongside his distinguished academic career, Professor Freestone is 
also Executive Director of the Sargasso Sea Alliance, senior adviser to 
the USA Multilateral Office of the International Un-ion of Nature and 
Natural Resources (IUCN), and on the List of Experts in Environ-
mental Law appointed by the Secretary-General of the Permanent 
Court of Arbitration in The Hague. From 2004-2008, he served as 
senior adviser and as Deputy General Counsel at the World Bank in 
Washington DC, and for eight years before that was Chief Counsel 
and head of the Environment and International Law Group of the 
World Bank.

Events, Lectures & Visitors
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Professor Meinhard Doelle 
specializes in environmental 
law. He currently serves as 
Associate Dean, Research, and 
is the Director of the Marine 
& Environmental Law Institute 
after nine years as Associate 
Director. From 1996 to 2001, 
he served as the Executive 
Director of Clean Nova Scotia. 
He has been involved in the 
practice of environmental law 
in Nova Scotia since 1990 and 
in that capacity drafted the NS 
Environment Act in 1992. He 

currently is environmental counsel to the Atlantic Canada law 
firm of Stewart McKelvey.

From 2000 to 2006, Professor Doelle was a non-governmental 
member of the Canadian delegation to the UN climate change 
negotiations. From January to May 2008, he was a visiting 
scholar at the Environmental Law Center of the IUCN in Bonn, 
Germany. Dr. Doelle served on the Joint Federal/Provincial 
Environmental Assessment Review Panel for the Lower Churchill 

graduate Supervision
As supervisor: Godfred Chongatera, LLM

As supervisor: Don McCrimmon, JSD

As committee member: Tony Puthucherrill, JSD

Hydro-Electric Project from 2009 to 2011. He is currently 
conducting a review of aquaculture regulations for the province 
of Nova Scotia together with Professor Bill Lahey. 

In 2010, Meinhard accepted a three year appointment with the 
Sustainability College at Dalhousie. The initial task involved the 
development of a new course, entitled “Humanity in the Natural 
World”, which uses a problem-based learning approach.

Professor Doelle has written on a variety of environmental law 
topics, including climate change, energy, invasive species, envi-
ronmental assessments, and public participation in environmental 
decision-making. His most recent books are entitled “Promoting 
Compliance in an Evolving Climate Regime”, “Environmental 
Law: Cases and Materials” (with Chris Tollefson), “The Federal 
Environmental Assessment Process, a Guide and Critique”, and 
“From Hot Air to Action: Climate Change, Compliance and the 
Future of International Environmental Law”.

Meinhard doelle, Director

Associates & University Partners

full-time faculty
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Dr. Moira L. McConnell is 
a Professor of Law and the As-
sociate Director (2013-2015) 
of the Marine & Environmen-
tal Law Institute (MELAW). 
She has been a member of the 
Faculty of Law at Dalhousie 
University since January 1989 
and a member of the Nova 
Scotia Bar Society since 1990. 
Since 2003 she has been a 
Special Advisor to the Interna-
tional Standards Department, 
International Labour Office of 
the United Nations in connec-

tion with the Maritime Labour Convention, 2006 and the ILO’s 
International Training Centre (ITC), Turin, Italy. Over the last 
two decades she has undertaken numerous international, regional 
and national legal implementation projects related to marine and 
environmental law and is currently involved in a several projects 
with colleagues in MELAW.

Professor McConnell’s current teaching and research inter-
ests are in the fields of public and private international law 

and domestic law including; international law, law of the sea, 
international labour law, governance systems, corporate law 
and governance, administrative and constitutional law, environ-
mental law, maritime law and policy, social justice, contract law 
and human rights. She has over 100 publications in a wide range 
of topics in these fields. She is a Co-editor of the international 
interdisciplinary Ocean Yearbook (1998 ff), Associate Editor of 
the Yearbook of International Environmental Law (2006-ff), and 
is on the editorial board of the WMU Journal of Maritime Af-
fairs, the Advisory boards of the Global Journal of Comparative 
Law and the Journal of Arbitration and Mediation. Professor 
McConnell also works closely with Masters and Doctoral level 
candidates at Dalhousie University and elsewhere. 

Moira Mcconnell, Associate Director

grad Supervision 
As a committee member: Hai Dang Vu, PhD Candidate  
(completed 2013)

Faculty supervisor for visiting UN Nippon Fellow 2012:  
Godwin Dzah (Ghana)

As a committee member: Knut Einar Skodovin, PhD candidate in the 
Faculty of Law, University of Bergen, Norway (completed 2013)

As a committee member: Cecilia Engler, PhD candidate (current)

Associates & University Partners

Professor Aldo Chircop 
(JSD, 1988) is a full profes-
sor of law and specialist in 
international and comparative 
marine and environmental 
law and policy. Specific topics 
of current research and teach-
ing interest include Arctic 
policy and marine transporta-
tion, international law of the 
sea, Canadian and interna-
tional maritime law, compara-
tive coastal law and marine 
protected areas. Dr. Chircop’s 

work experience has included directorships of MELAW, the 
International Ocean Institute and the Mediterranean Institute 
in Malta. 

In 2004-2005 Dr. Chircop was Canadian Chair in Marine 
Environment Protection at the IMO’s World Maritime Univer-
sity in Malmö, Sweden. A former Commonwealth Fellow, Dr. 
Chircop is also recipient of the Dalhousie Faculty of

grad Supervision 
Supervisor of JSD candidate Tony George Puthucherril, Canada

Advisory Committee member of JSD candidate Hai Dang Vu, Vietnam

Co-supervisor of LLM student Diane Rowe, Canada

Co-supervisor of Interdisciplinary PhD (Department of German)  
candidate Julia Poertner, Germany

Co-supervisor of PhD candidate Mathilde Jacquot, Faculty of Law, 
University of Western Brittany, Brest, France

Co-supervisor of LLD candidate Anja Pfurtscheller, Faculty of Law, 
University of Innsbruck, Austria

Mentor of Alexandre da Silva, post-doc from the University of  
Pernambuco, Brazil

Mentor of Sylvia Xinhue, visiting scholar from the South China Sea 
Institute, Hainan, China

Graduate Studies Distinguished Service Award and the Dalhou-
sie Students’ Union Teaching Excellence Award for the Faculty 
of Law, and co-recipient of the Canadian Bar Association Walter 
Owen Book Prize. Dr. Chircop is co-editor of the Ocean Year-
book and has published widely in the peer reviewed literature.

aldo chircop
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Associate Professor  
Phillip M. Saunders, 
Q.C., is cross-appointed to 
the School for Resource and 
Environmental Studies and is a 
Research Fellow at the Centre 
for Foreign Policy Studies. He 
is a Member of the Nova Scotia 
Bar. His teaching and research 
interests are in international 
marine and environmental law, 
maritime boundary delimita-
tion, tort law, judicial remedies 
and international fisheries 
law. Professor Saunders was 

formerly with the International Centre for Ocean Develop-
ment, as Senior Policy Advisor and as Field Representative, 

phillip M. Saunders
South Pacific. He has managed and delivered development and 
training projects in the areas of marine and environmental law 
in the South Pacific, the Caribbean, the Indian Ocean, Southern 
Africa, Southeast Asia, South Asia, Central America and Russia, 
and was Dean of Law from 2005-2010. He acted as counsel 
for Nova Scotia in the arbitration of the boundary between the 
offshore areas of Nova Scotia and Newfoundland, and is co-
general editor of International Law, Chiefly as Interpreted and 
Applied in Canada (7th ed., 2006).

grad Supervision
As supervisor: Darin Reeves, LLM

As committee member: Lu Ying, JSD

As committee member: Don McCrimmon, JSD

As reader: Jason Samson, LLM

Associates & University Partners

Associate Professor Dawn 
A. Russell practiced law in 
Halifax for five years with the 
Atlantic law firm of Stewart 
McKelvey Stirling Scales be-
fore beginning her career as a 
law teacher in 1987 as an As-
sistant Professor. She received 
tenure and was promoted to 
Associate Professor in July 
1992. She served as Act-
ing Dean of Dalhousie Law 
School from May 1, 1995 to 
March 31, 1996 and as Dean 

from April 1, 1996 to June 30, 2005.

Professor Russell was President and a member of the Law 
Reform Commission of Nova Scotia from 1994 to 2002; Sec-
retary of the Canadian Council of Law Deans from 1997 to 
1998, and President from 1998 to 1999: a member of Nova 
Scotia Bar Council from 1995 to 2005, and a member of the 
Executive Board of the Canadian Council on International 
Law from 1994 to 2001. She currently chairs the Maritime 
Rhodes Scholarship Selection Committee and serves as a 
member of the John Peters Humphrey  
Fellowship Selection Committee. She completed six years of 
service on the Board of Directors of the Canadian Institute of 
Resources Law in December 2005.

Professor Russell is on leave effective July 1, 2011. She is cur-
rently the President of St. Thomas University in Fredericton, 
New Brunswick.

dawn russell
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Ms. Lauri MacDougall has 
been with the Marine & Envi-
ronmental Law Institute and 
its predecessor MELP for nine 
years, and the Law School for 
eleven. She began working for 
Dalhousie University in 2002 in 
the Law School’s Alumni &  
Development office. Prior to 
joining Dalhousie, she spent 
several years in the advertising 
and special event fields where 
she was heavily involved in 
major event planning, prepar-

lauri Macdougall, Administrative Assistant

ing and managing budgets and various secretarial support. Since 
becoming a part of Institute staff she has managed the coordina-
tion of lectures, receptions, meetings and workshops, hosted by 
the Institute and has been integral in the compilation of reports 
relating to many projects, as well as managing the grants and 
contracts awarded to the Institute. She also provides assistance 
to Institute visitors and oversees the MELAW research students, 
ensuring their needs ranging from office space, computer ser-
vices and payroll. Her current responsibilities include providing 
secretarial services to five full-time faculty including the current 
Canada Research Chair in Ocean Law and Governance, as well as 
all necessary administrative duties and responsibilities driven by 
the Institute.

Dr. David VanderZwaag 
holds the Canada Research 
Chair (Tier 1) in Ocean Law 
and Governance and teaches in 
the areas of international envi-
ronmental law. He is the past 
Co-director of Dalhousie’s in-
terdisciplinary Marine Affairs 
Program and past Director of 
the Marine & Environmental 
Law Institute.

Dr. VanderZwaag is a member 
of the IUCN’s World Com-
mission on Environmental 

Law (WCEL) and Co-chair of the WCEL’s Specialist Group on 
Oceans, Coasts & Coral Reefs. He is a Co-founder and Co-
chair of the Australian-Canadian Oceans Research Network 
(ACORN) and has had extensive research and lecturing experi-
ence in South and Southeast Asia, the South Pacific, Europe, 

and the Caribbean. Dr. VanderZwaag has authored over 100 
papers in the marine and environmental law field. He has co-
led the writing of the ocean governance chapter of the Arctic 
Marine Shipping Assessment under the auspices of the Protec-
tion of the Arctic Marine Environment (PAME) Working Group 
of the Arctic Council.

Professor VanderZwaag’s educational background includes: 
PhD (1994, University of Wales, Cardiff), LLM (1982, Dalhou-
sie Law School), JD (1980, University of Arkansas Law School), 
MDiv (1974, Princeton Theological Seminary), and BA (1971, 
Calvin College).

david l. vanderzwaag, Canada Research Chair in Ocean Law & Governance

grad Supervision 
Lu Ying, JSD 

Catherine Sykes, JSD

Cecilia Engler, JSD

Hai Dang Vu, JSD

Committee member, Don McCrimmon, JSD

Associates & University Partners
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Howard Epstein is the MLA for Halifax 
Chebucto having been first elected in 
1998, he is retiring at the end of his cur-
rent term. Prior to serving as MLA he 
was a municipal councillor. Howard has 
a degree in Law and has taught Land Use 
and Land Use Planning Law at Dalhousie’s 
Shulich School of Law for many years. He 
has published regularly on the topic, most 

notably major articles on Federal land use regulatory powers and 
on municipal government powers over sustainability.

Sean Foreman is a Partner with  
Wickwire Holm in Halifax and practices 
in the environmental, litigation and energy 
and natural resources groups with an em-
phasis on commercial litigation, environ-
mental, administrative and regulatory law. 
Sean’s long-term involvement in the scout-
ing movement and love of outdoor pursuits 
formed the background for his first  

David Henley is a partner in the Halifax 
office of Stewart McKelvey in the area of 
maritime, energy and natural resources, 
and environmental law. After a careerin 
the army as an artillery officer, he was 
admitted to the Nova Scotia Bar. He 
continues to serve in the Army Reserve 
as a Brigadier-General and is currently 
the Deputy Commander for Land Forces 

Atlantic Area. In 2009, Brigadier-General Henley was invested 
by the Governor-General as an officer of the Order of Military 
Merit. Mr. Henley represents various maritime and offshore 
interests. He spent a year at an east coast shipyard acting as in-
house counsel where he dealt with the varied issues arising from 
shipbuilding and ship repair. As well, he has acted as a claims han-
dler at a Protection and Indemnity Club in London handling all 
aspects of claims related to vessels. He is a past chair of the CBA 
Environmental Law Subsection, Nova Scotia. Since 2010, Mr. 
Henley has been a member of the Transportation Appeal Tribunal 
of Canada. He has written and presented papers on a variety of 
subjects at industry seminars and currently teaches Fisheries Law 
in MELP programme.

Lucia Fanning, PhD, MMM (Dalhousie), 
BSc (Guelph), is the director and professor, 
Marine Affairs Program. Her research in-
terests include the roles of policy networks 
in influencing marine policy decisions; the 
assessment and effectiveness of evolving 
oceans governance regimes in managing 
marine uses; and ecosystem-based ap-
proaches to the management of coastal 

and marine space and use. Current projects include understand-
ing how western and indigenous knowledge systems influence 
fisheries governance in Canada; governance of transboundary 
living marine resources at the regional or large marine ecosys-
tem (LME) level, in particular the Caribbean LME; addressing 
contemporary marine piracy; and the role of key and emerging 
policy actors, including resource users and members of civil 
society, in managing marine resources.

degree in Environmental Studies (Geography) from the Univer-
sity of Waterloo (1995), and his graduation from Dalhousie Law 
School in 1998 with his JD and a Certificate of Specialization 
in Environmental Law from the Marine & Environmental Law 
Institute. Among his many professional and community volunteer 
positions, Sean served as Chair of the National Environment, 
Energy & Resources Law Section (NEERLS) of the Canadian 
Bar Association (CBA) from 2007-2008, having served as Chair 
of the Nova Scotia Section in 2002-2003. Sean was honoured to 
receive the inaugural Zoe Odei Young Lawyers’ Distinguished 
Service Award from the CBA (Nova Scotia) in 2003, presented 
across Canada for leadership and service to the community. Most 
recently, he was the recipient of the 2007 Dalhousie University 
‘Outstanding Young Alumnus of the Year’ Award.

teaching associates

Associates & University Partners
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Jessica Irving Jessie Irving is an as-
sociate in the Halifax office of McInnes 
Cooper and practices in the areas of 
energy, natural resources, environmen-
tal, administrative/regulatory and real 
property law. She obtained a Bachelor of 
Science (Honours, Biology) from Mount 
Allison University, prior to obtaining an 
LLB from Dalhousie Law School. Jessie’s 

regulatory practice focuses on the electricity and natural gas 
sectors, and she routinely provides project advice to clients 
with respect to energy and environmental matters. Jessie has 
been involved with the CBA’s National Environment, Energy & 
Resources Law Section, CBA-NS’s Environmental Section, and 
with the Board of Directors for East Coast Environmental Law.

James MacDuff is Counsel in McInnes 
Cooper’s Halifax, Nova Scotia office. 
He practices in the area of corporate, 
regulatory, and administrative law, with a 
particular focus on electricity rate setting 
and other energy matters. He has rep-
resented clients in a variety of proceed-
ings before the National Energy Board 
and the Nova Scotia Utility and Review 

Board. James advises clients on federal and provincial energy 
and environmental issues, and has assisted in the preparation of 
responses to Requests for Proposals for Renewable Energy and 
in the negotiation, review, and assignment of numerous energy 
project agreements.

Alan Ruffman is a marine geologist and 
geophysicist who has mapped the offshore 
of eastern Canada for some 44 years. 
He is president of the consulting firm 
Geomarine Associates Ltd. in Halifax. He 
is not a lawyer, or a politician; he never 
got closer than 46 votes to being elected 
as a county councilor in two tries. His 
consolation prize was to be appointed as a 

member of the Halifax County Planning Advisory Committee 
for two years. His community involvement over 39 years has 
regularly touched on planning issues. He is a charter member 

Associates & University Partners

Sarah Kirby Sarah Kirby is Assistant Dean, 
Student Services and a part-time teaching as-
sociate with MELAW at the Schulich School 
of Law at Dalhousie University in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, teaching Carriage of Goods By 
Sea. Sarah graduated from Dalhousie Law 
School with her LL.B. in 1999; prior to that 

Sarah obtained her Honours Bachelor of Science (Marine Biology 
and Oceanography) from Dalhousie University in 1994. 

Sarah is a member of the Nova Scotia Barristers Society and 
practiced as a lawyer from 2000 -2011. Her practice specialized in 
commercial litigation, providing dispute resolution, litigation and 
regulatory advice and representation to a variety of interests, with 
a focus on the marine transportation industry and insurers. Sarah is 
also a member of the Transportation Appeal Tribunal of Canada and 
an adjudicator with the Nova Scotia Small Claims Court.

Michael Simms is a partner at McInnis 
Cooper’s Halifax office. He previously 
spent several years as senior counsel at 
the Canadian head offices of a major 
international oil and gas company. Mike 
has extensive commercial and regulatory 
experience in energy, natural resources 
and environmental matters, with a par-
ticular focus on oil and gas, both onshore 

and offshore. He also provides advice on, and has developed 
and implemented corporate compliance programs in respect of 
health, safety & environment and other compliance matters.

Michael holds an LL.B. and a certificate in Marine and Envi-
ronmental law from Dalhousie University. He was called to 
the Bar in Nova Scotia in 2002 and in Alberta in 2006. He is a 
member of the Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society, the Law Society 
of Alberta, the Canadian Bar Association, and the Canadian 
Corporate Counsel Association.

of the Ecology Action Centre, Friends of the Public Gardens 
and Friends of the Common. He is active with the Heritage 
Trust of Nova Scotia and volunteers with the Sable Island 
Preservation Trust. He has co-represented the Ecology Action 
Centre during the Environmental Assessment of the Sable 
Island offshore gas project, and the onshore pipeline to the U.S. 
across the Maritime Provinces.He is an Honorary Research 
Associate at Dalhousie University’s Department of Earth Sci-
ences, and is a registered Professional Geoscientist (P.Geo.). 
He has participated with Howard Epstein in the Land Use Plan-
ning course within the Marine & Environmental Law Institute 
at Dalhousie Law School for eleven years now. 
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Scott Coffen-Smout is an oceans man-
agement biologist with the Oceans and 
Coastal Management Division, Fisheries 
and Oceans Canada, at the Bedford Insti-
tute of Oceanography, in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia. Scott holds a B.Sc. in biology and 
a Marine Affairs Diploma from Dalhou-
sie University and an M.Sc. in marine 
environmental science from the University 

of Wales, Bangor. His professional affiliations include being an 

Mark Covan is General Counsel with 
the Public Prosecution Service of Canada, 
Atlantic Regional Office, Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, and has worked as a Federal Pros-
ecutor for over 18 years. Mr. Covan has a 
BA from Toronto and a JD and LLM from 
Dalhousie University. He has extensive trial 
litigation experience, primarily in the area 
of narcotic/controlled substances crimi-

nal prosecutions, and has acted as Counsel for the Crown on a 
number of Charter and constitutional law cases. He has appeared 
before the Supreme Court of Canada, and all levels of court in 
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and Newfoundland and Labrador 
and has extensive experience conducting appeals before the 
Courts of Appeal in those Provinces. 

He is a member of the Part-time Faculty at Schulich School of 
Law, teaching Evidence. His research interests are in the area of 
offshore jurisdiction, compliance and enforcement, with par-
ticular emphasis on ship-source oil pollution, and state enforce-
ment through domestic legislation. He is an avid scuba diver and 
underwater photographer, his photographs having been published 
on several occasions in dive-related publications. 

research associates

Dr. Jay L. Batongbacal received his 
Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science from 
the University of the Philippines (UP) Col-
lege of Social Sciences and Philosophy, and 
his Bachelor of Laws Degree from the UP 
College of Law. Upon graduation he served 
briefly in pro bono litigation and the gov-
ernment service. In 1996, with a scholar-
ship award from the Canadian International 

Development Agency, he left for Dalhousie University in Canada 
to acquire his Master of Marine Management Degree, specializ-
ing in the Law of the Sea. He returned to the Philippines in 1997 
to head the Philippine Center for Marine Affairs, and worked on 
a wide range of maritime issues from maritime dispute settle-
ment, maritime boundary negotiations, marine resource conser-
vation, community-based fisheries management, seafaring, and 
shipping. In 2003 he returned to Dalhousie to pursue his doctoral 
degree, becoming the only foreigner in the inaugural group of 
graduate students awarded the prestigious Pierre Elliot Trudeau 
Scholarship. He carried out his doctoral research in ocean energy 
development and social justice and taught courses at the School 
of Law, Marine Affairs Program, and at the International Oceans 
Institute. He rejoined the Faculty of the UP College of Law in 
2009 and completed his doctoral degree in 2010. He was the 
legal advisor for the technical team that successfully pursued the 
Philippine claim to a continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles 
in the Benham Rise Region before the Commission on the Limits 
of the Continental Shelf. At present, Dr. Batongbacal is also  
Director of the Institute for Maritime Affairs & Law of the Sea.

alumnus of the International Ocean Institute, a member of the 
Ocean Management Research Network, an associate of the 
Marine & Environmental Law Institute, and co-editor of the 
Ocean Yearbook. Scott has had a varied interdisciplinary career 
in oceans management and oceans policy research, fisheries 
development, management and research, shellfish aquaculture 
development, management and research, and marine affairs 
project management. 

Associates & University Partners
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Neil Craik is Director of the School of 
Environment, Enterprise and Develop-
ment at the University of Waterloo. He 
teaches and researches in the fields of 
Canadian and international environmen-
tal law. His most recent book is Climate 
Change Policy in North America: De-
signing Integration in a Regional System 
(University of Toronto Press, 2013). He is 

the author of The International Law of Environmental Impact 
Assessment (Cambridge University Press, 2008), and co-author 
of Canadian Municipal and Planning Law, 2d. (Carswell, 2003). 
He is also co-general editor of Public Law: Cases, Materials 
and Commentary, 2d (Emond Montgomery, 2011). Profes-
sor Craik’s research has recently been published in Climate 
Change Law Review, Public Administration, the Queen’s Law 
Journal, and the Review of European Community and Inter-
national Environmental Law. His current research focuses on 
the governance of geoengineering research and deployment 
(funded by the Social Sciences and Research Council of Canada 
(SSHRC) and the Centre for International Governance Innova-
tion) and the intersection between environmental assessment 
and Aboriginal law in relation to natural resource development 
in Canada (funded by SSHRC).

Robert J. Currie, of the Nova Scotia 
Bar, was formerly a civil litigator with 
McInnes Cooper (Halifax). He received 
his LLB from Dalhousie and his LLM from 
the University of Edinburgh. He is an 
Associate Professor and has been teaching 
at the Schulich School of Law on a part-
time or full-time basis since 2001. He is 
a specialist in public international law, 

particularly international and transnational criminal law, and his 
MELI-oriented work focuses on the penal and liability aspects 
of international environmental law and the law of the sea, par-
ticularly maritime jurisdiction. He acts as a legal consultant on 
a regular basis, and has published widely. He currently teaches 
in the areas of evidence, international criminal law, criminal 
law and law & technology. He is the Director of the Law & 
Technology Institute at the Schulich School of Law.

David Dzidzornu is a Graduate Re-
search Assistant in the LLM program at the 
Schulich School of Law. His research in in-
ternational law of the sea focuses on marine 
environmental protection and integrated 
coastal zone management with reference 
to Africa’s regional seas. In 2011-2012 he 
taught International Environmental Law.

William Lahey is an Associate Professor at 
the Schulich School of Law and the School of 
Health Administration, Dalhousie Univer-
sity. He is a member and past Director of 
the Dalhousie Health Law Institute and a 
member of Dalhousie’s Marine and Environ-
mental Law Institute. He is a Rhodes Scholar 
graduate of Mount Allison University and 

has law degrees from the University of Oxford and the University 
of Toronto.  

Linda F. Duncan has over 30 years 
experience in environmental law, policy 
and resource management in government, 
private and international sectors. Exten-
sive experience in the design and delivery 
of programs and strategies for: effective 
environmental regulation; alternative 
approaches to enforcement and compli-
ance; efficient allocation of regulatory and 

compliance staff and resources; coordination of central and 
regional agency mandates through delegation, decentralization 
or de-concentration; enhanced compliance through negotiated 
rule-making; inter-agency communications and team building; 
public outreach, consultations, and cooperative management 
involving NGOs, local and indigenous communities and First 
Nations. Extensive experience in the design and delivery of 
technical training programs including outreach to other gov-
ernment agencies and to regional or local authorities. Experi-
ence with development and maintenance, of regional regula-
tory, resource management and enforcement networks. She is 
currently a Member of Parliament for Edmonton Strathcona 
and New Democrat Critic for the Environment.
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Constance MacIntosh has been a faculty 
member with the Schulich School of Law, 
Dalhousie University, since 2002, and is an 
Assocuate Professor and the Director of 
Dalhousie’s Health Law Institute. Prior to 
joining the law school, from 2000-2002 
she was an Associate Lawyer at Mandell 
Pinder, a boutique firm which specializes in 
First Nation rights and resource manage-

ment. From 1999 to 2000 she articled at Faskens after receiving 
her JD from Osgoode Hall Law School where she was the Class 
Gold Medalist in 1999. Professor MacIntosh’s research focuses 
on the public health interests of Indigenous communities, with an 
emphasis on factors such as water quality, housing and food. She 
has published extensively regarding how state law supports or 
impairs Indigenous peoples attaining appropriate living standards, 
and is currently a Member of the Council of Canadian Academies 
Expert Panel on Food Security Research in Northern Canada. 

Norman Letalik is a partner in the Toronto 
office of Borden Ladner Gervais LLP. Norm 
currently practices in the fields of product 
liability, class actions, maritime and ship-
ping law. He is also a member of BLG’s 
Team North. He is a litigation partner and 
the National Leader of BLG’s Auto Industry 
Focus Group. Norm is listed in Best Lawyers 
in Canada for product liability law and in 

Lexpert for maritime and shipping law. Norm is the past National 
Head of the following BLG focus groups: Product Liability, Infor-
mation Technology, International and ADR. From 1996 to 1998, 
Norm was the Managing Partner of BLG’s office in London, UK.

Prior to practicing law, Norm was a law professor at Dalhousie 
University (1980-86) and the National University of Singapore 
(1986-88). Norm has delivered numerous papers and presenta-
tions throughout the world, and has written more than 50 publica-
tions in many areas of law. Norm is currently an adjunct professor 
at the University of Toronto Law School, where he lectures in the 
Global Professional LL.M. Program. Norm is a team member of 
the CBA Futures Project, focusing on the future of legal education 
and training in Canada. Norm was called to the bar of Ontario in 
1989 and was added to the rolls as a solicitor in England and Wales 
in 1998.

Kenneth A. MacInnis, QC, is a Halifax 
lawyer, with expertise in marine oil pol-
lution liability and compensation. He has 
made significant contributions nationally 
in Ottawa as the Administrator directing 
Canada’s Ship-source Oil Pollution Fund 
(1998-2006), and internationally as Head 
of the Canadian delegation, and other-
wise, at sessions of the International Oil 

Pollution Compensation Funds in London. 

Called to the Bars of British Columbia and Nova Scotia, he has 
considerable domestic and international experience, including 
having conducted a very active marine, environmental,  
community planning and fisheries law private practice. Mr.  
MacInnis has a history of volunteer leadership in political, edu-
cation, legal and social services sectors. 

He teaches Public Law, Administrative Law and Health Systems 
Law and Policy and is the winner of two Law School teaching 
awards. He also teaches environmental law at the University of 
Saskatchewan to Ph.D. students in toxicology and public health 
through the NSERC-funded CREATE grant in Health and Envi-
ronmental Risk Assessment, as well as to students in Dalhousie’s 
undergraduate program in sustainability. 

He has published in the fields of health law, administrative law, 
constitutional law, environmental law, and legal history. He is con-
sulted on law and policy in multiple fields, including health, energy, 
environment and professional regulation. He is the founding Chair 
of the Board of Directors of Efficiency Nova Scotia Corporation 
and Vice-Chair of the Nova Scotia Health Research Foundation. He 
has served as Deputy Minister of the Nova Scotia Department of 
Environment and Labour (2004-2007); Assistant Deputy Minis-
ter of the Nova Scotia Department of Health (1998-2001); Chief 
Counsel to the Canada/Nova Scotia Advisory Panel on the sharing 
of off-shore revenue (2008); and as Independent Reviewer (with 
Mr. Justice La Forest) of Nova Scotia’s mental health legislation 
(2012-2013). 
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A. William Moreira, Q.C. is a partner 
in the Halifax office of Stewart McKelvey. 
He holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree from 
St. Mary’s University and a Bachelor of 
Laws Degree from Dalhousie University. 
Will conducts an extensive practice in ad-
miralty and commercial litigation, public 
law and energy and regulatory law. He has 
appeared before all Courts in Nova Scotia, 

the Federal Court of Canada, the Supreme Court of Canada 
and the National Energy Board. He has participated in facili-
ties, export license and toll applications before the National 
Energy Board as well as judicial review proceedings involving 
the Canada-Nova Scotia Offshore Petroleum Board. He has 
over 35 years of practice before the Federal Court of Canada 
and in multi-national proceedings in maritime and admiralty 
litigation. Will is the former President of the Canadian Mari-
time Law Association, a Fellow of the Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators and is a member of a number of other national and 
international associations.

Susan J. Rolston is sole proprietor of 
Seawinds Consulting Services, providing 
research, writing, editing, indexing, and 
publication management and production 
services. Ms. Rolston’s areas of special ex-
pertise include marine policy and manage-
ment, maritime security, the environment, 
and international affairs and development. 
She has held research and management po-

sitions with marine-related institutes and programs at Dalhousie 
University. Ms. Rolston has contributed to numerous marine sci-
ence and marine policy publications. She is a co-editor, with Aldo 
Chircop, Norman Letalik and Ted L. McDorman, of The Regula-
tion of International Shipping: International and Comparative 
Perspectives, Essays in Tribute to Edgar Gold (Martinus Nijhoff, 
2012). She holds a B.A. (Hons.) from the University of Western 
Ontario and a M.A. from Dalhousie University, both in Political 
Science. Ms. Rolston is a Fellow of the Centre for Foreign Policy 
Studies, Dalhousie University, and Treasurer of the Bay of Fundy 
Ecosystem Partnership (BoFEP).

Ted L. McDorman is a Professor in the 
Faculty of Law at the University of Victoria 
in Victoria, British Columbia, Canada. 
Before joining the University of Victoria 
in 1985, Professor McDorman was at 
Dalhousie University in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia with the Dalhousie Oceans Stud-
ies Programme (DOSP). He has been a 
visiting professor at institutions in Thailand, 

Sweden, the Netherlands and Canada and has over 120 publica-
tions in the areas of ocean law and policy, international trade law 
and comparative constitutional law. 

Since 2000, he has been the editor-in-chief of Ocean Develop-
ment and International Law. He has undertaken projects for 
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, 
including legislative drafting, conducting of workshops and re-
port writing on fisheries and fisheries trade, and written reports 
on ocean law and policy matters for the governments of Canada, 
Quebec and British Columbia. 

During 2002-2004 and 2011-2013 Professor McDorman was the 
“Academic-in- Residence” with the Bureau of Legal Affairs of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade in Ottawa 
where he worked on a wide range of ocean law topics including 
have a small role in the decision and process respecting Canada’s 
ratification of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea in 2003 
and the anticipated Canadian submission of information respect-
ing the outer limits of the continental shelf to the Commission on 
the Limits of the Continental Shelf in late 2013.

Robert L. Miedema is a partner at 
BOYNECLARKE LLP and practices Tax 
and Estate Planning, Corporate Law and 
Environmental Law. Rob also lectures 
frequently on various topics within his prac-
tice areas. Since January 2010 he has been 
part-time faculty with the Schulich School 
of Law at Dalhousie University, teaching 
courses about business organizations and 

environmental law. In 2008 and 2009 he taught a graduate course 
in Dalhousie University’s Faculty of Management. Rob sits on the 
Board of Directors of the Dartmouth General Hospital Chari-
table Foundation and maintains memberships in the Canadian Tax 
Foundation, the Canadian chapter of the Society of Trust & Estate 
Practitioners and the Canadian Bar Association. He is a former 
director of the East Coast Environmental Law Association.

Associates & University Partners
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Wylie Spicer, Q.C., is counsel in the 
Calgary office of Norton Rose Fulbright 
whose areas of practice are energy, ship-
ping, Canadian North and Arctic transpor-
tation, and law of the sea. Wylie has many 
publications and teaches Maritime Law at 
Dalhousie University. A former Managing 
Partner, he was chosen as one of the Top 
50 CEO’s in Atlantic Canada in 2006. He 

has an AV rating from Martindale-Hubbell and is recognized in 
many publications as a Leading Practitioner in Maritime Law 
in Canada. He has advised clients on all aspects of the Canadian 
Off-shore Industry for over 35 years. Wylie is past president of 
the Canadian Bar Association for Nova Scotia, a member of the 
law societies of Alberta, Nova Scotia and Newfoundland, the 
Canadian Maritime Law Association, and the International Bar 
Association. He also was recently appointed by the Province 
of Nova Scotia to the Board of Directors of the Art Gallery 
of Nova Scotia and is a past member of the Board of the Nova 
Scotia Hearing and Speech Foundation.

Hugh Williamson is a consultant in 
Marine and Environmental Law and Man-
agement, International Oceans Institute of 
Canada: Maritime Surveillance, Surveillance 
Networks and Enforcement Integration. He 
is responsible for organising and deliver-
ing training in fisheries enforcement and 
prosecution, and for Fisheries Policy and 
environmental protection analysis. He is 

an adjunct professor in the Marine Affairs Program, Dalhousie Uni-
versity, and lecturer on Environmental NGO’s at Lester B Pearson 
International Peacekeeping Training Centre, Clementsport, Nova 
Scotia. He is also a visiting professor to the United Nations World 
Maritime University in Malmo, Sweden, and Staff Officer Naval 
Cooperation and Guidance of Shipping / Naval Intelligence for the 
Canadian Armed Forces Maritime Command Lecturer in Military 
Law and Law of the Sea at the Canadian Forces Fleet School.

Gilbert Winham, Adjunct Professor of 
Law, teaches and conducts research in the 
area of international trade law and policy. 
Dr. Winham is a Professor Emeritus of  
Political Science, a fellow of the Royal 
Society of Canada and a past Woodrow 
Wilson Fellow (2001-2002). He has served 
frequently on NAFTA dispute settlement 
panels. Dr. Winham has over twenty years 

experience in training government officials from developing 
countries in trade policy and negotiation at the GATT/WTO 
in Geneva. He has served as an on-site consultant in connection 
with the application for accession to the WTO of Jordan and the 
Kyrgyz Republic. He previously served as Chair of the Board 
of Directors for the North-South Institute, Ottawa and was a 
Distinguished Visiting Professor for the Centre for International 
Studies, Munk Centre, University of Toronto (2004/05). He 
teaches the international trade law course that is recognized 
under the Marine & Environmental Law Programme.

Wendell Sanford has been a career 
diplomat, international lawyer, and naval 
officer. Most recently at the Department 
of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development 
he has been Canadian High Commissioner 
to Brunei and the first Canadian Repre-
sentative to the Government of Burma. 
In Ottawa he has served as Director of 
Oceans and Environmental Law and Direc-

tor of Criminal, Diplomatic and Security Law. During his lengthy 
diplomatic career he has been involved in the negotiation of the 
UN High Seas Fisheries Convention, Western and Central Pacific 
Tuna Convention and NAFO reform process. With respect to 
Canadian Arctic Mr. Sanford held the lead in the legal aspects of 
extending the Arctic Waters Pollution Prevention Act to 200 nau-
tical miles and the regulation which made compulsory reporting 
to NORDREG. He held the Foreign Affairs lead in developing 
the Canadian Extended Continental Shelf Submission for the first 
two years of the seven year process.

Prior to joining Canada’s foreign ministry Mr. Sanford had an 
extensive naval reserve career including servicing as Staff Officer 
Naval Control and Shipping at Maritime Command Headquar-
ters in Halifax. Mr. Sanford holds degrees from Saint Mary’s 
University (BA and BEd), Dalhousie (LL B) and Victoria Univer-
sity of Wellington, NZ (MPP).

Associates & University Partners
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Brian Flemming CM, QC, DCL, is Coun-
sel to the Atlantic Canada law firm of McInnes 
Cooper. He is a non-practising member of the 
Nova Scotia bar and a former member of the 
Ontario bar.

In recent years, as a Research Fellow of the 
Canadian Defence & Foreign Affairs Insti-
tute in Calgary, Dr. Flemming has published 

articles on Arctic issues, the global war on terror, Canada-China 
relations in the Arctic, the war in Afghanistan and border security is-
sues involving Canada and the U.S. He has also written papers for the 
School of Public Policy and the Van Horne Institute at the University 
of Calgary on national transportation issues. 

Dr. Flemming was Assistant Principal Secretary to Prime Minister 
Pierre Trudeau from 1976 to 1979. After 9-11, the Canadian govern-
ment made him the first CEO and chairman of the Canadian Air 
Transport Security Authority (CATSA), Canada’s principal public 

Bill Charles, Q.C., Professor Emeritus, 
formally a full time member of the Faculty 
of Law and Dean (1979-85) is still active 
in the environmental area. Currently 
serving as special council to the Nova 
Scotia Law Reform Commission he has 
been actively involved in the preparation 
of a Discussion Paper on Contaminated 
sites in Nova Scotia (March/09). Profes-

sor Charles taught environmental law at the law school in the 
90s and has had considerable experience with the Environ-
mental Impact Assessment process in the last fifteen years. This 
experience includes among other assignment serving as the 
Nova Scotia representative on a Joint Federal/Provincial Assess-
ment Panel dealing with Remediation of the Sydney Tar Ponds 
(2006-2007), Chair of a Provincial assessment panel to evaluate 
strip mining (coal) in Stellarton, NS and Chair of an assess-
ment panel to evaluate a proposal to construct an incinerator 
to burn garbage in the Metro/Halifax area. Prof Charles has 
also served as President of The Environmental Control Council 
(N.S./1993-95) and Chair of the Environmental Assessment 
Board (1995-98).

response to 9-11. In 2005, he was appointed to the federal Advisory 
Council on National Security. In 2000-1, Dr. Flemming chaired the 
Canada Transportation Act Review Panel, a statutorily-mandated 
review of Canada’s transport policies. The report of that Panel —  
“Vision and Balance” — caused Dr. Flemming to be given the na-
tional “Award of Achievement” in 2003.

In the mid-1960s, following graduate studies in England and the 
Netherlands, Dr. Flemming taught the first graduate course in public 
international law at Dalhousie’s law school and wrote many peer-
reviewed articles for learned publications and international confer-
ences. He was a key figure in the establishment of the Dalhousie 
Ocean Studies Program (DOSP) in the 1970s. He was founding 
chairman of the International Centre for Ocean Development, a 
Crown Corporation headquartered in Halifax in the 1980s. 

Dr. Flemming is a former member, vice chairman and interim chair-
man of The Canada Council and is a former director of the CBC. 
He is honorary chairman of the Dalhousie Law Alumni Association 
of Canada, having been its founding chairman in 1983. In 2010, he 
won the Weldon Award for Unselfish Public Service at Dalhousie’s 
Schulich School of Law. He is a former chairman of the Board of 
Governors at University of King’s College. He was the founding 
chairman of Symphony Nova Scotia and has been on the boards of 
many local, regional and national not-for-profit organizations. He 
was given an honorary degree by King’s in 1991 and, in 1989, was 
made a Member of the Order of Canada.

Professor Edgar Gold, C.M., A.M., 
Q.C., grew up and went to sea in Australia 
but settled in Halifax, Canada, in the early 
1960s. He is a former senior partner with 
the law firm Ritch Durnford in Halifax, 
where he specialized in maritime,  
energy and environmental law and interna-
tional commercial law. He was appointed 
Queen’s Counsel in 1995. He also served 

as the Honorary Consul of the Federal Republic of Germany 
for Nova Scotia and Prince Edward Island, 1986-1998. He is 
a former President of the Canadian Maritime Law Association 
and a Titulary Member of the Comité Maritime International. 
Dr. Gold is a Master Mariner (UK and Canada) and served at 

Honourary fellows
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Professor Arthur J. Hanson, O.C., 
is a Distinguished Fellow and former 
President of the International Institute for 
Sustainable Development (IISD). He was 
a Professor and Director of the School for 
Resource and Environmental Studies at 
Dalhousie University. Prior to that, dur-
ing the mid-1970s, he worked with the 
Ford Foundation in Indonesia. Dr. Hanson 
addresses environment and economy, 

biodiversity, oceans, and international development concerns 
globally, in Asia and in Canada. He was one of the founders of 
the Dalhousie Ocean Studies Programme (DOSP) in the 1970s. 

sea for 16 years, including several years in command. He was 
Professor of Law (1975-1994) and Professor of Resource and 
Environmental Studies (1986-1994) at Dalhousie University, 
Halifax. He is a founding member of Dalhousie Law School’s 
Marine and Environmental Law Institute (formerly MELP). 

Professor Gold was a founder and former Executive Director of 
the Dalhousie Oceans Studies Programme (DOSP), and the In-
ternational Institute for Transportation and Ocean Policy Studies 
(IITOPS), the predecessors of the International Oceans Institute 
of Canada. He was a member of the Canada-Nova Scotia Off-
shore Petroleum Board 1996-2003, and a member of the Roster 
of Experts of the Asian Development Bank, Manila, Philippines, 
2001-2004. He is also a former Adjunct Professor and former 
Canadian Member of the Board of Governors of the World 
Maritime University, Malmö, Sweden, and a former member of 
the Governing Board of the IMO-International Maritime Law In-
stitute, Malta. Until the end of 2010 he also held an appointment 
as Adjunct Professor at the T.C. Beirne School of Law, University 
of Queensland, Brisbane, Australia, where was involved with the 
School’s Marine and Shipping Law Unit. Professor Gold has ac-
tive experience in most regions of the world and has completed 
over 250 publications in the maritime law and policy field. He 
has received honorary degrees from the Canadian Coast Guard 
College (1992) and the World Maritime University (2007), and 
was awarded the Commander’s Cross of the Order of Merit by 
the German Government in 1997; the Order of Canada (C.M.) 
in 1997, and the Order of Australia (A.M.) in 2005. In 2012 he 
was honoured with the presentation of a ‘Festschrift’ entitled The 
Regulation of International Shipping: International and Compara-
tive Perspectives—Essays in Honour of Edgar Gold. Professor 
Gold is now based in Brisbane, Queensland, Australia.

He has served on Canada’s National Round Table on the 
Environment and Economy (NRTEE), as Canada’s Ministe-
rial Ocean Ambassador with the Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans, and in a number of other national advisory posts. He 
has initiated several major international development activities 
in Southeast Asia, and currently is a Member and Lead Expert 
of the China Council for International Cooperation on Environ-
ment and Development (CCICED). He is chairing a Working 
Party on Biotechnology, Sustainable Development and Canada’s 
Future Economy for the Canadian Biotechnology Advisory 
Committee. Dr. Hanson is a member of the Canadian Foun-
dation for Innovation (CFI), and a Mentor with the Trudeau 
Foundation. He is an Officer of the Order of Canada.

Professor Hugh Kindred, in retire-
ment, continues to research and write 
in the fields of ocean transportation, 
overseas trade and international law. He is 
a member of the bars of Nova Scotia and 
England and a past chair of the Carriage 
of Goods Committee of the Canadian 
Maritime Law Association. He is also a 
member of the board of directors of the 

Canadian Council on International Law and of the editorial 
boards of the Ocean Yearbook and the Canadian Yearbook of 
International Law, and he serves as the coordinator of Canadian 
contributions to the Oxford Reports on International Law in 
Domestic Courts.

In addition to numerous articles and book chapters on maritime, 
commercial and international law, Hugh has published Marine 
Cargo Delays (with Max Ganado), Multimodal Transport Rules 
(with Dr. Mary Brooks) and Canadian Maritime Law (with Drs. 
Edgar Gold and Aldo Chircop), which was co-winner of the 
Walter Owen Book Prize for 2003-05. He is also co-editor (with 
Phillip Saunders) of International Law Chiefly as Interpreted and 
Applied in Canada, 7th edition. Together with his co-authors/
editors, Hugh is currently preparing new editions of both the 
Canadian Maritime Law and International Law books.

In 2003 Hugh Kindred was honoured by the Canadian Associa-
tion of Law teachers with its Award for Academic Excellence 
and in 2010 he was designated by Dalhousie University as 
Professor of Law Emeritus. In 2012-13, he served as commit-
tee member for JSD candidate Catherine Sykes.

Associates & University Partners
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Professor Emeritus Christian L.  
Wiktor was the Sir James Dunn Law 
Librarian at Dalhousie Law School for 27 
years. Before working at Dalhousie Law  
Library, he spent ten years in library posi-
tions at the New York Public Library in 
Manhattan, and the State University of 
New York at Buffalo, Faculty of Law and 
Jurisprudence. In addition to his formal 

degrees he was a doctoral candidate in international law at the 
University of Paris (Sorbonne), specializing in the law of treaties. 
He continued this interest in producing a number of research 
tools such as the collection of Unperfected Treaties of the United 
States, 1776-1976, and the Canadian Treaty Calendar, 1928-
1978, both published by Oceana, and two new publications on 
treaties, Multilateral Treaty Calendar 1648-1995, and Treaties 
Submitted to the U.S. Senate: Legislative History, 1989-2004, 
published by Nijhoff in 1998 and 2006. In 2003, Professor 
Wiktor published the Index to Canadian Treaties 1979-2003. 
His previous training as a bibliographer at the New York Public 
Library caused him to produce the first Canadian Bibliography of 
International Law published by the University of Toronto Press in 
1984. He was the founder and editor of the Marine Affairs Bibli-
ography, a current comprehensive index of marine law and policy 
literature (Vols. 1-13, 1980-1992. Professor Wiktor published 
recently two essays in tribute to two outstanding international 
legal scholars and co-editors of remarkable publications, entitled: 
“The Publications of Ronald St. John Macdonald,” (1954-2006), 
published in the Canadian Yearbook of International Law (Vol. 
44, pp. 479-502), and, with Ted L. McDorman, “The Publications 
of Douglas Millard Johnston,” (1960-2008), published in The 
Future of Ocean Regime-Building, edited by Aldo Chircop, et 
al., published by Nijhoff in 2009 (pp. 739-765). 

Professor Wiktor was an associate of the Oceans Institute of 
Canada, and is now an honourary fellow of the Marine & Envi-
ronmental Law Institute. He has been for many years, a member 
of the Board of Editors for the Ocean Yearbook. Professor Wiktor 
continued research on the history of U.S. treaty practice (from 
1789) at the U.S. Senate Library in Washington, D.C., and as 
visitor at the University of South Carolina Law School in 2008 
and 2009.
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centre for foreign policy Studies
The Centre for Foreign Policy 
Studies is strategically  
located to act as a focal point 
to examine the critical issue of 
maritime security. The MSPP 

focuses on the importance of both global and national maritime 
security to Canada’s sovereignty and prosperity. The Centre is 
affiliated via the MSPP with the Halifax Marine Research Insti-
tute, Dalhousie’s Centre of Excellence on Ocean research.

college of Sustainability
The College of Sustainability 
acts as a virtual and physical 
home for Dalhousie faculty, 
students and staff interested in 
all aspects of sustainability — 
socio-cultural, financial and 
environmental. The College’s 
interdisciplinary approach and 
innovative ESS (Environment, 

Sustainability and Society) curriculum has been internationally 
recognized for excellence in sustainability education.

the european union centre of  
excellence for european Studies

The European Union Centre 
of Excellence (EUCE) aims to 
utilize cutting-edge research 
undertaken by faculty mem-
bers across the university to 
enhance the awareness and 
understanding of government 

stakeholders, the general public, and members of the academic 
community (students and faculty) on a range of topics pertain-
ing to European Union (EU)-Canada relations, comparative 
EU-Canada public policies, and EU policies more generally. 

Halifax Marine research institute
The Halifax Marine Research 
Institute is a groundbreaking  
collaborative marine research 
and innovation vehicle that 

brings together a number of partners from industry, government 
and the post secondary education system has been launched on 
Canada’s east coast. The Halifax Marine Research Institute was 
officially launched on June 2nd, 2011.

international ocean institute of  
canada

IOI-Canada (www.dal.ca/ioihfx) is a lead-
ing member of the International Ocean In-
stitute’s worldwide network of operational 
centres and focal points (www.ioinst.
org). Established at Dalhousie University 
by Elisabeth Mann Borgese in 1979, it is 
a federally incorporated, not-for profit 
organisation with a mission to promote 

responsible ocean governance and the stewardship and sustain-
able use of coastal and ocean resources in Canada and around 
the world. Its three main activities are education and training, 
collaborative research, and outreach.

Marine affairs program
The Marine Affairs Program 
at Dalhousie University 
provides an inquiring and 
stimulating interdisciplin-

ary learning environment to advance the sustainable use of the 
world’s diverse coastal and ocean environments. MAP offers 
professional education at the graduate level for both current 
and aspiring ocean and coastal managers.
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